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Panelists, Commentators, Experts, Researchers, 
Practitioners: 

 

Ambassador Madina Jarbussynova,  

OSCE Special Representative and Co-ordinator to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings. She previously served 

as the OSCE Project Co-ordinator in Ukraine. From 1998 to 1999, Jarbussynova served as the Vice Minister of 

Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakhstan. She then served as Kazakhstan’s Permanent Representative to the 

United Nations from 1999 to 2003 and as a member of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development. She 

also previously was a member of the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) Advisory Board. 

Jarbussynova becomes the fourth Special Representative and Co-ordinator to Combat Human Trafficking at the 

Secretariat since the OSCE Permanent Council established the position in 2005.  

Iñigo de Miguel Beriain,  

Senior Criminal Lawyer and Researcher, Universidad de Deusto, Bilbao/Spain has been working with the 

European Committee on Crime Problems of the Council of Europe on the Convention against Organ Trafficking. 

Bachelor in Law, Bachelor in Economics, European Doctor in Law and Doctor in Philosophy, Mr De Miguel has 

published several books related to bioethics and biolaws and edited a book related to synthetic biology and 

intellectual property rights. With more than 50 book chapters and having published numerous papers in legal and 

medical journals (such as the Advanced Drug Delivery Review, the Croatian Medical Journal, Disaster Medicine 

and Public Health Preparedness Journal, etc.), he also participated as a speaker in national and international 

conferences in law, bioethics and biolaws as well as EU funded projects on these topics. As a current Senior 

Research Fellow at UPV/EHU University within the Inter-University Chair in Law and the Human Genome, his 

fields of expertise includes criminal law, ethical and legal issues on stem cells and embryos, chimeras and hybrids, 

synthetic biology, CBRNE preparedness and response, organ transplantation, etc. He has been awarded with 

several prizes related to biolaws. 

Marta López Fraga,  

Scientific Officer, Secretary to the European Committee on Organ Transplantation, Council of Europe. Since 

2011, she has been in charge of the European Committee on Organ Transplantation (CD-P-TO), the Steering 

Committee responsible for transplantation activities at the Council of Europe. The CD-P-TO actively promotes 

the non-commercialisation of organ donation, the fight against organ trafficking and the development of quality, 

safety and ethical standards in the field of organ, tissue and cell donation and transplantation. Its activities include 

the collection of international data and monitoring of practices in Europe related to the donation and 

transplantation of organs, tissues and cells with regards to quality, safety and ethical standards and their 

implementation; the transfer of knowledge and expertise between organisations and experts; the development of 

technical guidance for health professionals to detect, prevent and combat illicit transplantation practices; the 

elaboration of reports, surveys and recommendations; and the promotion of organ, tissue and cell donation for 

transplantation among professionals and the general public. She received her B.Sc. in Biology from the 

Complutense University of Madrid in 1999 and a Ph.D. in Immunology from the Autónoma University of Madrid 

(Spain) in 2013. She was a postdoctoral fellow at La Jolla Institute for Allergy and Immunology in San Diego 

(USA), working on the cellular regulation of T cell immunity and tolerance through co-stimulatory molecules and 

later joined Neurome Inc./University of California Riverside (USA) to work on the development of targeted 

mucosal vaccine delivery technologies with funding from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. In 2008, she 

became a Senior Scientist at Sylentis (Spain), where she worked on the development of RNAi-based therapies. 
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Silke Albert, 

A qualified lawyer, Ms. Silke Albert has worked on human trafficking and related issues since 2001, both for inter-

governmental organizations and grassroots non-governmental organizations. In her current assignment as Crime 

Prevention Expert with UNODC's Human Trafficking and Migrant Smuggling Section she is responsible for 

technical assistance concerning the implementation of the Trafficking in Persons Protocol. She is also responsible 

for a series of tools and publications that were recently issued including an assessment toolkit on human trafficking 

for the purpose of organ removal and a research report on recruitment fees and recruitment agencies.   

Frederike Ambagtsheer, 

MSc/LLM, is a researcher in the Nephrology and Transplantation Department of Erasmus MC, Rotterdam, The 

Netherlands. Her work involves carrying out PhD research on the experiences and attitudes of Dutch transplant 

doctors towards transplant tourism, and on the legal implications of buying organs. Frederike is also the initiator 

and coordinator of the EU-funded project, ‘Combating trafficking in persons for the purpose of organ removal’ 

(the HOTT Project). This project, which has a consortium of approx.15 organizations, aims to increase knowledge, 

raise awareness and improve the non-legislative response to the crime. 

Vera Gracheva,  

independent consultant/expert on combating trafficking in human beings, for the last ten years she served as a 

Senior Adviser at the OSCE Secretariat. She joined the OSCE in October 2004, right after the creation of the 

OSCE Office for CTHB. Previously Mrs Gracheva worked as a researcher at the Russian Academy of Sciences 

and in 1991-2004 she served as a diplomat at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. Her foreign 

posting included the Russian Embassy to the US (human rights counsellor), the OSCE Mission to Croatia (legal 

and human rights adviser) and the Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the OSCE (Austria) (senior 

counsellor). She significantly contributed to the drafting and adoption of all OSCE Ministerial Council Decisions 

related to the fight against human trafficking in 2000-2013, including the OSCE Action Plan (2003) and the 

Addendum to the OSCE Action Plan of 2013. She is an author and an editor of a number of articles on THB, 

including a Manual "Media against THB" (Moscow, 2012) for students and post-graduates of the Faculty of 

Journalism of the Moscow State University. She holds a Ph.D. in international relations. 

Patsy Soerensen,  

Director of Belgium NGO Payoke, is the founder, director, and driving force of Payoke, which she established in 

1987, originally fighting for the rights of prostitutes. Today, the organization is fighting for the rights of all people 

who have been trafficked. Patsy Soerensen is recognized as an international expert in trafficking and is highly 

sought around the world to provide victim-centered approaches to counter-trafficking efforts. She has been able 

to keep one foot in Belgium while leaving her footprint in Europe and countries outside the EU, by combining 

her current and former roles of victim advocate, politician (former MEP and alderman of the city of Antwerp), 

assistance provider, international trafficking expert, and former member of the Expert Group on Human 

Trafficking for the European Commission. She is often sought out by foreign governments, the military, start-up 

NGOs and shelters, and other institutions to provide input, in the form of technical expertise or training, on 

counter-trafficking measures and victim protection schemes.  

István Szilárd,  

Prof. tit. at University of Pécs Medical School, Chief Scientific Adviser on Migration Health. He is graduated 

Medical Doctor from the University of Pécs, Hungary, specialized in Internal Medicine and Public Health 

Medicine, Ph.D. degree in preventive cardiology from the Hungarian Academy of Sciences in 1984. He was 

Associated Professor at the University of Pécs and the Postgraduate Medical University of Budapest (1992-1996).  
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He joined International Organization for Migration (IOM) in 1996 to participate in emergency and post-conflict 

humanitarian operations in the Balkans. From 2003 to 2007 he was IOM Senior Migration Health Adviser in 

charge of Europe and liaison person to EC/EU on migration health, posted in IOM Mission in Brussels. He was 

IOM focal point for the health/ mental health components of Counter Trafficking programs as well. He was also 

liaising with FRONTEX and in 2007 he was invited to taking part in designing the health parts of FRONTEX 

Common Core Curriculum. In September 2007 he returned to his home university (University of Pécs/ Hungary) 

and as Professor titular works for the University of Pécs Medical School as Chief Scientific Adviser on Migration 

Health. He was delegated member to the CoE Committee of Experts on mobility, migration and access to health 

care (SP-MIG); member of the Steering Committee of the UN Association of Hungary (2009); member of WBO 

BORDERPOL Technical Committee (2009). Most recent publication: Violence and Mental Health – its Manifold 

Faces, Ed.: J. Lindert, I. Levav, Springer Science+Business Media Dordrecht 2015, and in this the chapter: Trafficked 

Persons and Mental Health was written by himself together with professor Baráth (page: pp. 243 – 266).  

Matteo Dembech,  

WHO Consultant on Public Health Aspects of Migration in Europe; based at the European Office for Investment 

for Health and Development, WHO Regional Office for Europe. He pursued post-graduate studies in 

International Relations, Global Studies and Public Health studying at several Universities such as the University of 

Roskilde, the University of California and the University of Manchester. His main research interests focus on global 

migration and migration health governance and policies. Since the Arab Spring and the 2011 large influxes of 

migrants to southern Europe, he is contributing to the WHO Project ‘Public Health Aspects of Migration in 

Europe’. He has been member of WHO Delegations during several missions to Countries facing large influxes of 

migrants and author of related reports and articles. 

Evelyn Probst,  

Coordinator of LEFÖ-IBF LEFÖ - Information, Education and Support for Migrant Women and IBF - 

Intervention Centre for Trafficked Women and Girls. She has been a certified trainer working in the field of 

combating trafficking in human beings for more than 15 years. She is a Psychologist by education and a much 

sought-after trainer for seminars on the issue of human trafficking carried out by public authorities, police, NGOs 

and other relevant actors. She has given classes and lectures at Austrian Universities as well as at the Universidad 

Autonoma de Mexico.  She is board member of Global alliance against trafficking in women (GAATW) and 

UNDOK (Drop in center for undocumented workers). 

Markus Zingerle,  

Sociologist, staff of the Men’s Health Center MEN in Vienna, which published the first study on 'Male Victims of 

Human Trafficking in Austria' in 2013. On behalf of the Austrian Federal Minister for Labour, Social Affairs and 

Consumer Protection, Markus Zingerle and colleagues offer special support for male victims of human trafficking 

with the pilot project MEN VIA. 

Gerald Tatzgern,  

Colonel, Head of the Central Service for Combating Alien Smuggling and Human Trafficking of the Criminal 

Intelligence Service of the Austrian Federal Ministry of the Interior/Austrian 'Bundeskriminalamt'. Since 2002 he 

has been responsible for guiding and coordinating all the investigations and prosecutions in the field of human 

smuggling and trafficking in Austria and at international level. He is an internationally renowned law enforcement 

expert, teaching at Police Academies in Europe, Central Asia, South-America and the U.S., and for International 

Organizations such as UNODC, OSCE, FRONTEX, ICMPD, IOM. 
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Doris Linsberger,  

M.D., Gynaecologist, Private practice in Vienna; Doctor of Medicine of the University of Vienna, Medical School. 

Her main activities and responsibilities are diagnosis and treatment of disorders and deceases of the female 

reproductive system, and consultancy: preventative health and care, adolescent and youth gynaecology, 

reproductive endocrinology, family planning, pregnancy and delivery. Until 2003, she worked in the Department 

of Obstetrics and Gynaecology at KH Krems. Since 2003, she has been engaged in the local Medical Association 

and the local Gynaecological Association, and was nominated for the UEMS in 2008. 

Jürgen Nautz,  

Univ.-Prof. He teaches economic history at the Department of Economics, University of Vienna and Business 

Science at the Hochschule Ostwestfalen-Lippe, University of Applied Sciences; member of the research platform 

“Migration and Integration Research” of the University of Vienna; member of the interdisciplinary working group 

“Religion – Violence – Politics” of the Austrian Research Association; member research platform “Migration and 

Integration Research”, University of Vienna. He studied history, philosophy and business sciences; was scholarship 

holder of the Hans-Böckler-Stiftung; Ph.D in history at the University of Düsseldorf, 1984, Habilitation at the 

University of Vienna in 1996, fellow at the Social Science Research Center Berlin in 2004, 2005 and 2006, 2008-9; 

visiting professor at the Institute for German Studies, University of Amsterdam, 2005-06 and 2009; speaker of the 

interdisciplinary working group “Civil Society in Austria” of the Austrian Research Association (with Ambassador 

Emil Brix). Worked as historical adviser in the EU-project “W.E.S.T.” (Women East West Smuggling and 

Trafficking) and with Birgit Sauer as one of the organizers of the ASO research network “Women Forced 

Migration, Sex Work and Exploitation“. 

Daja Wenke, 

is an independent researcher in the child rights field. She has long-standing professional experience working with 

UNICEF, international NGOs and European regional organisations in the area of applied research and policy 

development for the prevention of child trafficking. As an independent consultant, she has specialised on policy 

analysis and research to support rights-based and evidence informed policymaking, programming and practice. 

Her guiding interest is the promotion of systemic approaches to the implementation of the UN Convention on 

the Rights of the Child and to advance the capability of public administrations to implement international standards 

in practice. 

Michael Binder, 

Head of Health Care Management at the Wiener Krankenanstaltenverbund, Vienna, Austria. Experience: Board 

certified Dermatologist, Associate Professor for Dermatology, and Head of Municipal STI Clinic in Vienna. His 

scientific interests: Public health, Medical information management, Telemedicine, Clinical dermatology. 

Helmut Sax,  

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights, Member of the Council of Europe’s Group of Experts on Action 

against Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA), completed legal studies in 1993, staff member of the Ludwig 

Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights since 1995, research projects and consultancies in various human rights 

areas (social rights, development cooperation, refugee law); since 1997 focus on human rights of children, since 

2006 focus on anti-trafficking efforts. He is team leader at BIM, responsible for Women’s Rights, Children’s Rights, 

Anti-Trafficking. He is BIM representative at the Child Trafficking Working Group of the Austrian Taskforce on 

Human Trafficking.  
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Beate Wimmer-Puchinger,  

Executive Director for Women’s Health of the City of Vienna (since 1999),  University Professor of Clinical and 

Health Psychology at the University of Salzburg. She was one of the pioneers of women’s health research in Austria 

and founder and director of Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Women’s Health Research for 15 years (1990- 2005). 

She led research programs on family violence and on reproductive health. She also was responsible for the Austrian 

women’s health reports. She founded and directed for many years both women’s health care centers in Vienna 

within general hospitals. She also worked closely with WHO, concerning women health issues and took part in 

WHO women’s health agenda 2010. She was responsible for realizing the Women’s Health Program. She published 

four books and countless scientific articles. Her main issues are maternity, psychology of pregnancy, eating 

disorders, teenager sexuality, sexual violence and gender perspectives of public health, etc. 

Karin Kadenbach,  

Karin Kadenbach is an Austrian social democratic politician. She is a member of the European Parliament since 

2009. Within the Parliament, she is a member of the Committee on Environment, Public Health and Food Safety, 

the Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development as well as the Committee on Budgetary Control. 

Additionally, Karin Kadenbach became Vice-President of the Animal Welfare Intergroup in July 2015. 

Furthermore Karin Kadenbach is Vice-President of the Delegation for relations with Japan and substitute member 

in the Delegation for relations with the Korean Peninsula. Prior to joining the European Parliament in 2009, Ms. 

Kadenbach served for sixteen years as a municipal councilor in her municipality Großmugl and was a member of 

the Lower Austrian Regional Assembly for seven years. From 2007 to 2008, she was a regional minister holding 

the portfolio "health and nature protection" in the Lower Austrian Regional Assembly. After graduating in 

Advertising and Marketing (university course) at Vienna University of Economics and Business, she worked at J. 

W. Thompson advertising agency. Karin Kadenbach lives in Großmugl and Brussels and is a mother of five 

children. 

Alev Korun,  

Member of the Austrian Federal Parliament and Chairperson of the Parliamentary Human Rights Committee since 

2008. Spokeswoman for migration, integration and human rights. Member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the 

Council of Europe. Involvement in various mentoring and empowerment projects for young multilingual people. 

National Council member of the Green Party. Born in Ankara, grew up in Istanbul. Studies of political science and 

gender studies in Innsbruck and Vienna. 

Ambassador Elisabeth Tichy-Fisslberger,  

Director General, Austrian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, chair of the Task Force on Combating Human Trafficking 

was appointed as first National Coordinator on Combating Human Trafficking on 10 March 2009. In order to 

coordinate and intensify anti-trafficking measures in Austria, the Task Force on Combating Human Trafficking 

under the direction of the Foreign Ministry was set up in November 2004 by a decision of the Austrian 

government. The Task Force is in charge of elaborating National Action Plans on Combating Human Trafficking 

and of monitoring their implementation. The Austrian Government adopted the first National Action Plan on 

Combating Human Trafficking in March 2007, the second National Action Plan (2009-2011) in May 2009, the 

third National Action Plan (2012-2014) in March 2012 and the forth National Action Plan (2015-2017) (English 

version available soon) on 21 April 2015 by the Austrian government. The National Actions Plans reflect a 

comprehensive approach to combating human trafficking and include measures for national coordination, 

prevention, protection of victims, prosecution and international cooperation. 

 



INTERNATIONAL ROUND TABLE: 
HEALTH, GENDER ASPECTS AND IMPLICATIONS OF HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

Organ Removal 
Establishment of National Health Focal Points 

25 September 2015 
Asadi Shams, 

is the head of the Human Rights Office of the City of Vienna. She studied City and Regional Planning abroad 

before she arrived in Vienna, where she graduated from the University of Technology. Shams has many years of 

practical and academic experience in Urban Regeneration and Urban Development. European and other 

international cooperation’s are a central focus of her career. 

Daniela Urschitz,  

is working for Priority Area 10 of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region  and Coordinator of the EU Strategy 

for the Danube Region in Vienna since 2012.  After leading the Department of Women’s Affairs of the City of 

Vienna until 2008, she was head of the EU Coordination unit. Before joining the administration of the City of 

Vienna in 1999, she worked at the Austrian Federal Ministry for Labour and Social Affairs (from 1981 - 1999), in 

the Department for International Affairs and Research as Head of the Subdivision for Women and Labour Market 

(until 1992) and as Deputy Head of the Department for EU Integration (until 1998). 

Blaga Stancheva,  

is expert in regional and bilateral co-operation in “EU and International Cooperation Directorate” in the Bulgarian 

Ministry of the Interior. She has degrees in psychology and international relations. She is working for Priority Area 

11 “Security” of the European Strategy for the Danube Region since its start in 2011 and is responsible for the 

Coordination Bureau of PA 11. The trafficking in human beings is among the priorities in PA 11 working plan. 

Helga Konrad,  

Head/Coordinator of the 'Regional Implementation Initiative on Preventing & Combating Human Trafficking' 

since 2010. Executive Director Anti-Trafficking; Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe IDM; 

former (first) Special Representative on Combating Trafficking in Human Beings of the OSCE - Organization for 

Security and Cooperation in Europe (2004-2006); Chair of the EU Stability Pact Task Force on Human Trafficking 

for South Eastern Europe (2000-2004). In her capacity as Austrian Federal Government Minister for Women, she 

hosted the first EU Conference on Trafficking in Women for Sexual Exploitation in Vienna (1995). She was Head 

of the Austrian government delegations to the fourth UN World Conference on Women in Beijing/China and of 

the first World Congress on Combating Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in Stockholm/Sweden 

(1996). 

Roberto Ziglio, 

Psychologist and Psychotherapist, Management Assistant and Advisor at “Regional Implementation Initiative on 

Preventing & Combating Trafficking in Human Beings – RII 2015”. He is also currently Advisor at CentroMoses, 

S.r.l., a private mental health centre in Italy, where he used to perform his clinical activity since 2010. He was also 

Head of Organization and Administration and was involved in the organization of numerous trainings for mental 

health practitioners and citizens. He had also collaborated with the Treviglio-Caravaggio Hospital, in the Centre 

for Family Therapy and with the A.L.T. Association (association against drug addictions), located in Treviglio 

(Bergamo, Italy). 

 


