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                                                   AGENDA 

9.30-10.00 Registration

 10.00-10.30 Opening  

- Marc Pointecker, Head of Section, on behalf of the Austrian Federal Minister for Labour, Social Affairs and 
Consumer Protection Rudolf Hundstorfer
- Ambassador Elisabeth Tichy-Fisslberger, National Coordinator on Trafficking in Human Beings, Austrian 
Federal Ministry for European and International Affairs 
- Helga Konrad, Executive Director Anti-Trafficking, Austrian Institute for International Affairs (oiip), Head of the  
Regional Implementation Initiative

10.30-11.00 Coffee Break

11.00-13.00 Forced Labour – Labour exploitation – Trafficking: What are the Issues?
 
- Albin Dearing, EU Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA)
What to Criminalize? Forced Labour, Trafficking, or Labour exploitation as Competing Concepts 

- Roger Plant, Independent Expert/Consultant
Business and Recruitment: How Forced Labour and Trafficking penetrate Companies and their  
Supply Chains, and what is being done about it 

- Klara Skrivankova, Anti-Slavery International 
Policing Recruitment: The Role of (Sub) Contractors, Intermediaries and Job Agencies with regard  
to Human Trafficking

- Julia Planitzer, Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights
Exploitation in Austria's Construction Sector and the Role of Companies

Reality Check with Practitioners – State/Authority Responses: Good and Bad Practices  

- Bénédicte Bourgeois, Comité contre L'Esclavage moderne, France
- Wilfried Lehner, FinPol, Austria 



- Evelyn Probst, LEFÖ-IBF (Intervention Centre for Trafficked Women and Girls), Austria
- Doro Winkler, Advocacy Expert for Migrant Women and Victims of Trafficking, Switzerland 
- Lucie Otáhalová, La Strada, Czech Republic 
- Romeo Bissuti,  MEN - Men's Health Center, Austria

Discussion 

13.00-14.00 Lunch Break 
hosted by the Austrian Ministry for Labour, Social Affairs and Consumer Protection

14.00-15.30 Impact Measurement: Are we Pouring Good Money After Bad?

- Mike Dottridge, Independent Expert
Systematic Assessments and Evaluation: When, Where and How to Act

Comments by Researchers and Experts

- Katharina Beclin, Researcher, University of Vienna, Austria 
- Dorota Gierycz, Researcher, Webster University, Austria, USA
- Markus Gonzales Beilfuss, Researcher, University of Barcelona, Spain
- Kristiina Kangaspunta, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)-Research

Discussion

15.30-16.00 Coffee Break

16.00-17.00 Innovative Data Sharing and Monitoring Mechanisms

- Joana Daniel Wrabetz, Independent Expert/Consultant
Towards a Pan-EU Monitoring System on Human Trafficking: Recent Developments

Country Perspectives & Discussion

Ways Forward- the Human Trafficking Research Platform.NET 
 
Experts:

Katharina Beclin, University of Vienna, Faculty of Law, Department of Criminal Law and Criminology
She has studied law in Vienna. After gaining some practice in court she became scientific assistant at the Institute of  
Criminal Law and Criminology of the Faculty of Law at the University of Vienna in 1993. Since 2006 she has been 
assistant professor for criminology, her main research focusing on youth crime on the one hand and gender aspects on 
the other, especially sexual assault, domestic violence and stalking. Currently she is working on a study concerning 
social fraud by means of bogus companies in Austria, which repeatedly also involves cases of labour exploitation.

Romeo Bissuti, Clinical and Health Psychologist, Co-initiator and Head of Men’s Health Center MEN in Vienna, 
Chairman of the White Ribbon Austria Campaign. He will present findings of the first study on 'Male Victims of Human 
Trafficking in Austria', a study of the Men’s Health Centre MEN (Männergesundheitszentrum) and the 
Social Medicine Centre South (SMZ Süd)/Kaiser-Franz-Josef Hospital, by Markus Zingerle and Dzhamalis Alionison 
on behalf of the Austrian Federal Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Consumer Protection in the framework of the 
Third National Action Plan On Combating Human Trafficking 2012-2014

Bénédicte Bourgeois,  Head of Legal Service and Advocacy for the Committee Against Modern Slavery (CCEM). Le 
Comité Contre l'Esclavage Moderne -  is a French-based NGO which provides legal and social assistance to victims of 
trafficking for labour exploitation. 
Bénédicte is responsible of exceptional legal proceedings, in particular for arguing cases before the European Court of  



Human Rights. She also coordinates and supports lawyers who provide free legal representation to trafficked persons.  
She has 13 years experience in providing legal support to trafficked persons. She has a Law degree, with a  
specialization in Human Rights and international Humanitarian Law, from Université Paris II Panthéon-Assas in 
France. She has a vocational qualification in criminal Law. 

Albin Dearing,
Programme Manager Research - Criminal Law and Criminal Justice Freedoms and Justice Department 
European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights. He worked as a lawyer in various Austrian ministries and positions 
(Federal Chancellery, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Interior). For the EU Commission he implemented projects 
relating to fundamental rights, policing and the judiciary in Poland, Croatia and Turkey. From 2009 to 2011 he was legal 
assistant at the CJEU before joining the EU Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) in September 2011.

Mike Dottridge, Independent Expert/Consultant
He spent 25 years working with human rights non-governmental organizations. For the past decade he has been active 
as independent consultant on human rights and child rights issues. His work takes him to different parts of the world, 
particularly regions where human trafficking is regarded as a major problem, such as South East Europe and South East  
Asia and has focused on various forms of exploitation, whether it concerns child labour, the commercial sexual 
exploitation of children, forced labour or trafficking in human beings. In 2002 he was one of the experts invited by the 
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to prepare a set of Recommended Principles and Guidelines on Human  
Rights and Human Trafficking. In 2007 he edited a report entitled Collateral Damage. The Impact of Anti-Trafficking  
Measures on Human Rights around the World for the NGO coalition 'Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women'. 

Dorota Gierycz, Univ.- Prof., Webster University, Vienna & John Jay College of Criminal Justice/CUNY, New York; 
lecturer at Columbia University (New York), Yale Law School and Watson Institute of International Affairs at Brown 
University (USA), and the University of Ghana. Since her departure from the UN in 2007, where she worked at  
Headquarters both at Vienna and New York, in various fields ranging from gender equality, development, IDPs/refugees  
and human rights to peacekeeping, peace-making and conflict resolution, she has been working as a senior research  
fellow at the European Inter-University Center for Human Rights and Democratization (EIUC, Venice) and Norwegian  
Institute of International Affairs (NUPI, Oslo) on the issues of Transitional Justice and Responsibility to Protect. She is 
also associated with the Diplomatic Academy and Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights and the European Peace 
University (EPU), Schlaining, Austria.

Markus Gonzalez Beilfuss, Professor of Constitutional Law at Barcelona University since 2001. He has taught and 
researched in the fields of human rights, constitutional review, immigration and human trafficking. He was General  
Director of Immigration of the Spanish Government between 2010-2011, when the main regulations against THB were 
passed. He has also worked as Legal Adviser of the Spanish Constitutional Court (2005-2010) and has advisory 
experience with a number of international institutions including the United Nations and the Venice Commission of the 
Council of Europe.

Kristiina Kangaspunta, is currently heading the preparation of the Global Report on Trafficking in Persons at the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) in Vienna, Austria. The first edition of the Report was launched 
in 2012 and it will be published biannually presenting the global human trafficking trends and patterns. Previously, she 
was the Deputy Director of the United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI) leading the  
Research Programme of the Institute in Turin, Italy. Before UNICRI, she worked with UNODC, as the Chief of the 
Anti-Human Trafficking Unit. She moved to UNODC from the Ministry of Justice of Finland where she worked at the 
European Institute for Crime Prevention and Control, affiliated with the United Nations (HEUNI).

Wilfried Lehner, MLS, has been working since June 2011 in the Federal Ministry of Finance as Chief of Staff section 
of the Austrian Financial police (FinPol). Previously he held the positions of head of a financial crimes prosecuting 
authority, than of the Deputy Director of the Austrian Tax fraud investigation. As Chief of Staff section Mr. Lehner is  
also supreme officer of FinPol, which runs inspections of employment throughout the Austrian territory, inter alia 
according to the Act Governing the Employment of Foreign Nationals (Ausländerbeschäftigungsgesetz), the Austrian  
law amending the labour contract law (Arbeitsvertragsrechts-Anpassungsgesetz) and social fraud law 
(Sozialbetrugsgesetz). He is specialist lecturer at the Federal Academy of Finance, where he teaches fiscal offences law,  
gambling law and procedural law, and writes specialist books on these laws. As supreme officer of FinPol Mr. Lehner is  
concerned with all kinds of anti-fraud measures in economic sector since years.

Lucie Otáhalová, Acting Director of La Strada Czech Republic
She has completed her master´s degree in law at the Masaryk University in Brno. Currently acting as interim director of  
La Strada Czech Republic, she has cooperated with this anti-trafficking organisation since 2011 as head of legal  
department. She started her professional career in the human rights section of the Office of the Government of the  
Czech Republic, working with ministers and government commissioners for human rights. She develops projects and 



legal analytical texts focusing on the rights of trafficked persons and victims of crime, equal treatment and protection 
against discrimination.

Julia Planitzer, Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights & University of Vienna
She studied law at the University of Vienna (2000-2005) and the Radboud University Nijmegen (NL, 2003-2004). She 
started her professional career in the Austrian Ministry of Social Affairs and works since 2008 as a legal researcher at  
the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights focusing on the fields of trafficking in human beings and women’s 
rights. In 2013 she completed her doctoral studies concerning trafficking in human beings and the human rights-based 
approach.

Roger Plant, Independent Expert/Consultant, Writer, Broadcaster 
Between 2002-2009 he was Head of the ILO's Special Action Program to Combat Forced Labour since its inception,  
spearheading the ILO's work against forced labour and human trafficking.
His book Sugar and Modern Slavery, published in the 1980s, was one of the first to draw attention to new forms of 
forced labour and human trafficking in today's global economy. He has consulted on issues such as human rights and 
labour standards, migrant workers and contract labour, rural development, indigenous people and ethnic minorities, and 
corporate social responsibility for a range of international organizations, governments, financial institutions, private 
companies and NGOs.

Evelyn Probst, Coordinator of LEFÖ-IBF 
LEFÖ - Information, Education and Support for Migrant Women and IBF - Intervention Centre for Trafficked Women 
and Girls. She has been a certified trainer working in the field of combating trafficking in human beings for more than  
15 years. She is a Psychologist by education and a much sought-after trainer for seminars on the issue of human 
trafficking carried out by public authorities, police, NGOs and other relevant actors. She has given classes and lectures  
at Austrian Universities as well as at the Universidad Autonoma de Mexico.  

Klara Skrivankova, Anti-Slavery International
She joined the world’s oldest international human rights organisation dealing with modern day slavery in 2005 and 
leads its anti-trafficking programme, managing research, advocacy and projects to eliminate all forms of human 
trafficking. Her most recent work has focused on trafficking for forced labour and access to justice for trafficked  
persons. She provides expert witness statements in British courts. She acted as an expert with the Council of Europe and 
was a member of the EU Experts Group on Trafficking. In 2007 she co-founded the Trafficking Law and Policy Forum. 
She is member of the Advisory Board of the Forced Labour and Modern Day Slavery Programme of the Joseph 
Rowntree Foundation, of the Board of Trustees of the UN Voluntary Trust Fund on Contemporary Forms of Slavery and 
since 2010 of the Board of the UN Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of Trafficking in Persons. 

Doro Winkler, Independent Expert
Doro Winkler is a Swiss expert on trafficking in women. From 1998 – 2013 she was in an executive position in „FIZ 
Advocacy and Support for migrant women and victims of trafficking“ in Zürich. FIZ is the specialized advocacy centre  
for victims of trafficking in women in Switzerland. As an NGO, FIZ advocates for the dignity and rights of migrant
women and fights against exploitation and violence. Doro Winkler was the deputy managing director and head of the 
advocacy. In this function, she was the speaker of FIZ and responsible for sensitization and political work. She initiated 
and worked in cooperation mechanisms in different regions in Switzerland. She was also an instructor
for public authorities, police, social workers and NGO. In 2008 Doro Winkler was the co-president of the „Euro 08  
Campaign against trafficking in women“. She is an anthropologist and sociologist by education and has a broad 
experience in projects on gender and migration.

Joana Daniel Wrabetz, Independent Expert/Consultant
Member of the EU Expert Group on Trafficking in Human Beings, and the National Focal  Point  to the European 
Commission Anti-Trafficking Portal, she was the Director of the Portuguese Observatory on Trafficking in Human 
Beings from the Ministry of Internal Affairs until July 2013, where she was the responsible for the development of the  
national THB Monitoring System and the development of the EU funded project Towards a pan-European Monitoring 
System on THB (ongoing) and also the publication of several studies on THB, the most recent publication being an 
anthology of all legal instruments and jurisprudence at national and international level, done in partnership the Centre 
for Judicial Studies of the Ministry of Justice. Besides the work on THB monitoring, data collection and analyses, she 
was  also  responsible  for  the  Portuguese  version  of  the  UNODC  Anti-Trafficking  Manual  (disseminated  in  all 
Portuguese speaking countries), workshops and specialized training to law enforcement agents, prosecutors and NGOs. 
She is regularly invited to participate in several international THB projects, seminars and workshops. With a Master’s in 
Human Rights and Democratization (with a special focus on children born of war rape), she is the author of several 
reports and articles, was an advisor on THB to the Portuguese Permanent Representation to the OSCE for 5 years and 
worked  for  UNICEF in Florence  (Innocenti  Research  Center)  and  also in  Sarajevo,  as  a  Senior  Field Researcher. 
Presently is moving to south Asia, where she will continue her PhD studies in Sociology with a focus on THB.


