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Panelists, Commentators, Experts, Researchers, 
Practitioners: 

 

Albin Dearing, Programme Manager, European Union Fundamental Rights Agency. He worked as a lawyer in 

various Austrian Ministries and positions (Federal Chancellery, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of the Interior). For 

the EU Commission he implemented projects relating to fundamental rights, policing and the judiciary in Poland, 

Croatia and Turkey. From 2009 to 2011 he was legal assistant at the CJEU before joining the EU Fundamental 

Rights Agency (FRA) in September 2011. 

Katharina Beclin, Ass.-Prof. University of Vienna, Faculty of Law, Department of Criminal Law and 

Criminology. She has studied law in Vienna. After gaining some practice in court she became scientific assistant at 

the Institute of Criminal Law and Criminology of the Faculty of Law at the University of Vienna in 1993. Since 

2006 she has been assistant professor for criminology, her main research focusing on youth crime on the one hand 

and gender aspects on the other, especially sexual assault, domestic violence and stalking. 

Roger Plant, Independent Expert/Consultant. Between 2002-2009 he was Head of the ILO's Special Action 

Program to Combat Forced Labour since its inception, spearheading the ILO's work against forced labour and 

human trafficking. His book Sugar and Modern Slavery, published in the 1980s, was one of the first to draw attention 

to new forms of forced labour and human trafficking in today's global economy. He has consulted on issues such 

as human rights and labour standards, migrant workers and contract labour, rural development, indigenous people 

and ethnic minorities, and corporate social responsibility for a range of international organizations, governments, 

financial institutions, private companies and NGOs. 

Maria Grazia Giammarinaro, UN Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children 

since 2014, former OSCE Special Representative and Co-ordinator for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings 

(2010-2014). Since 1991 she has been a judge at the Criminal Court of Rome. From 2006 until 2009 she served in 

the European Commission's Directorate-General for Justice, Freedom and Security in Brussels, where she was 

responsible for work to combat human trafficking and sexual exploitation of children, as well as for penal aspects 

of illegal immigration within the unit dealing with the fight against organized crime. During this time, she 

coordinated the Group of Experts on Trafficking in Human Beings of the European Commission. From 2001 to 

2006 she was a judge for preliminary investigation in the Criminal Court of Rome. Prior to that, from 1996 she 

was Head of the Legislative Office and Adviser to the Italian Minister for Equal Opportunities.  

Teresa Rodriguez Montañés, Univ. Prof., Independent Expert.Spain. Professor of Criminal Law at School of 

Law, University of Alcalá (Madrid, Spain) and former Legal Adviser at the Spanish Constitutional Court. She is an 

expert in Criminal Law and Human Rights. She´s been associated researcher on the European Project: “The fight 

against trafficking in human beings in EU: promoting legal cooperation and victim´s protection”, funded by the 

EC-DG Home Affairs. Recently she has published a report about Labour exploitation in Spain based on the 

analysis of real cases provided by the Special Prosecutor against Human Trafficking. 

Philipp Schwertmann, Head of the 'Migration and Decent Work' Section at Arbeit und Leben (DGB- German 

Trade Union/VHS) Berlin. He joined Arbeit und Leben Berlin (DGB/VHS) in 2012 and heads AL´s “Migration 

and Decent Work” section. As such, he coordinates the “Alliance against Labour Trafficking”, a consortium of 

non-governmental, governmental and international organizations, and supervises two counselling offices for 

migrant workers. Before joining AL, he was head of the counter-trafficking section of IOM Germany and worked 

at several research institutions, foundations and an umbrella organization of migrant self-organizations. Mr. 

Schwertmann holds a Ph.D. in Political Sciences from the Philosophical Faculty at the University of Passau. His 

research focused on philanthropy and the civil society. 
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Daja Wenke, independent researcher in the child rights field. She has long-standing professional experience 

working with UNICEF, international NGOs and European regional organisations in the area of applied research 

and policy development for the prevention of child trafficking. As an independent consultant, she has specialised 

on policy analysis and research to support rights-based and evidence informed policymaking, programming and 

practice. Her guiding interest is the promotion of systemic approaches to the implementation of the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child and to advance the capability of public administrations to implement 

international standards in practice. 

Mike Dottridge, Independent Expert/Consultant. He spent 25 years working with human rights non-

governmental organizations. For the past decade he has been active as independent consultant on human rights 

and child rights issues. His work takes him to different parts of the world, particularly regions where human 

trafficking is regarded as a major problem, such as South East Europe and South East Asia and has focused on 

various forms of exploitation, whether it concerns child labour, the commercial sexual exploitation of children, 

forced labour or trafficking in human beings. In 2002 he was one of the experts invited by the UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights to prepare a set of Recommended Principles and Guidelines on Human Rights 

and Human Trafficking. In 2007 he edited a report entitled Collateral Damage. The Impact of Anti-Trafficking 

Measures on Human Rights around the World for the NGO coalition 'Global Alliance Against Traffic in Women', 

for whom he also acted as visiting editor on the most recent edition of the Anti-Trafficking Review, on the topic 

of ‘Following the Money’.  

Marija Andjelkovic, Director of NGO ASTRA-Anti trafficking action, Serbia. She is a lawyer by profession with 

master degree on Child rights and topic of trafficking in children from Universities in Belgrade and London. Ms 

Andjelkovic has 17 years of experience in combating gender-based violence and she was one of the first civil 

society activists to raise the issue of human trafficking. She is one of the founders of ASTRA the first anti-

trafficking organization in Serbia and her work is focused on the issue of human trafficking for the last 15 years. 

She developed methodology, worked and supervised the first anti trafficking SOS Hotline in Serbia. Ms. 

Andjelkovic has experience in direct victims’ assistance as well as in prevention and education activities as trainer 

at more than 200 workshops, trainings and seminars in Serbia and abroad, sharing her anti-trafficking expertise 

with professionals from institutions, professors, social workers, journalists, police officers, judges, prosecutors, 

lawyers, NGO representatives and students. She also wrote numerous publications, manuals, articles and 

researches on the topic of human trafficking. She is writing and Presenting shadow reports before UN Treaty 

Bodies (CEDAW, CRC, CESCR, CAT) and other relevant institutions. 

Tea Gorjanc-Prelević, Director of NGO Human Rights Action (HRA), Montenegro. Tea has been directing 

HRA, mainstream human rights NGO (www.hraction.org) from Podgorica, Montenegro for the past five years. 

HRA focuses on independence of judiciary, reports on respect for human rights and represents victims of human 

rights abuses. She is a lawyer with postgraduate degree in international law from the American University 

Washington College of Law (1999), formerly legal officer with the Belgrade Centre of Human Rights in Serbia, the 

first director of the Montenegrin Judicial Training Centre and associate with the Prelevic Law Firm from Podgorica 

that represented Moldovan woman victim of trafficking connected to sexual exploitation in an internationally 

known case involving high state officials. 

Maja Raicevic, Director NGO Women’s Rights Center (WRC), Montenegro. She has been active in combating 

violence against women for 14 years. Since 2001-2004 she was the program manager of the first shelter for victims 

of trafficking in Montenegro, and provided direct support to more than 60 persons including Moldovan woman 

in an internationally known case that involved high state officials. Since 2012, she occupies the position of the 

director of NGO Women’s Rights Center (WRC) from Podgorica, Montenegro. WRC is engaged in monitoring 

and advocacy initiatives for better implementation of national legislation and international standards related to 

human rights of women, including trafficking in human beings. WRC provides direct support to women violence 

survivors in acquiring their access to justice, offering them counselling, psychological and legal assistance. She was  
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one of the authors of the first comprehensive Study on domestic violence and violence against women, conducted 

by the UNDP Office in Montenegro (2012) and UNICEF consultant in developing training curricula for Judges, 

Attorneys at Law and Social Workers on the rights of the child in civil law and administrative proceedings with 

special attention to family violence cases. She is the member of European Network of Experts on Gender Equality 

(ENEGE).  

Ulrich Nachtlberger, Judge since 2003. Since 2005 Presiding Judge at the Regional Court for Criminal Matters 

in Vienna. Since 2013 responsible for a specialised Court Unit for Human Trafficking and People Smuggling cases. 

Evelyn Probst, Coordinator of LEFÖ-IBF LEFÖ - Information, Education and Support for Migrant Women 

and IBF - Intervention Centre for Trafficked Women and Girls. She has been a certified trainer working in the 

field of combating trafficking in human beings for more than 15 years. She is a Psychologist by education and a 

much sought-after trainer for seminars on the issue of human trafficking carried out by public authorities, police, 

NGOs and other relevant actors. She has given classes and lectures at Austrian Universities as well as at the 

Universidad Autonoma de Mexico.  She is board member of Global alliance against trafficking in women 

(GAATW) and UNDOK (Drop in center for undocumented workers) 

Gerald Tatzgern, Colonel, Head of the Central Service for Combating Alien Smuggling and Human Trafficking 

of the Criminal Intelligence Service of the Austrian Federal Ministry of the Interior/Austrian 'Bundeskriminalamt'. 

Since 2002 he has been responsible for guiding and coordinating all the investigations and prosecutions in the field 

of human smuggling and trafficking in Austria and at international level. He is an internationally renowned law 

enforcement expert, teaching at Police Academies in Europe, Central Asia, South-America and the U.S., and for 

International Organizations such as UNODC, OSCE, FRONTEX, ICMPD, IOM. 

Markus Zingerle, Sociologist, staff of the Men’s Health Center MEN in Vienna. On behalf of the Austrian 

Federal Minister for Labour, Social Affairs and Consumer Protection, Markus Zingerle and colleagues started to 

establish and offer special support for male victims of human trafficking in 2013 with the pilot project MEN VIA. 

Georgina Vaz-Cabral, Board Member of the 'Comité contre l'Esclavage Moderne', Advisor at the OSCE. She is 

the main author of the OSCE report Unprotected Work, Invisible Exploitation: Trafficking for the Purpose of Domestic 

Servitude and of the OSCE Handbook (for diplomatic personnel) to prevent domestic servitude in diplomatic households. She 

has a legal background, with a master on International and European Law and postgraduate studies in Comparative 

Law and in Criminal Policy. For many years she was project coordinator of the French NGO 'Comité Contre 

l’Esclavage Moderne' and member of the EC Group of Experts on Trafficking in Human Beings. She was the 

principal drafter of the multi-partnered UN International Framework for Action: To implement the Trafficking in Persons 

Protocol and author of the book La traite des êtres humains – Réalités de l’esclavage contemporain (Editions La Découverte, 

Paris 2006). 

Vera Gracheva, independent consultant/expert on combating trafficking in human beings, for the last ten years 

she served as a Senior Adviser at the OSCE Secretariat. She joined the OSCE in October 2004, right after the 

creation of the OSCE Office for CTHB. Previously Mrs Gracheva worked as a researcher at the Russian Academy 

of Sciences and in 1991-2004 she served as a diplomat at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. 

Her foreign posting included the Russian Embassy to the US (human rights counsellor), the OSCE Mission to 

Croatia (legal and human rights adviser) and the Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the OSCE 

(Austria) (senior counsellor). She significantly contributed to the drafting and adoption of all OSCE Ministerial 

Council Decisions related to the fight against human trafficking in 2000-2013, including the OSCE Action Plan 

(2003) and the Addendum to the OSCE Action Plan of 2013. She is an author and an editor of a number of articles 

on THB, including a Manual "Media against THB" (Moscow, 2012) for students and post-graduates of the Faculty 

of Journalism of the Moscow State University. She holds a Ph.D. in international relations. 
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Norbert Ceipek, Consultant, Project Coordinator in Burgas, Bulgaria since 2015, former Head of the 

'Drehscheibe' Vienna, Social worker since 1977, involved in crisis work, Educational director of the Crisis Centre 

'Am Augarten' for 14 years (from 1998). Specialized in matters of asylum seekers and unaccompanied minor aliens. 

Long-standing cooperation with Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Serbia, Bosnia Herzegovina. Training of 

crisis centre staff in various countries. The 'Drehscheibe' has been established in 2002 as a Crisis Centre which 

ensures the reception and care of unaccompanied children and young people smuggled to Austria for the purposes 

of engaging in begging, theft and prostitution, children who have disappeared from other countries, children whose 

parents have been lost. It provides for the children’s option of safe return to the respective countries of origin. 

Since 2015 he is consultant of the Community of Burgas/Bulgaria and NGO Demetra, working in collaboration 

with the Embassies of UK and USA. 

Kiril Sharapov, Senior lecturer in Sociology and Programme Director of the Professional Doctorate in Children 

and Young People's Services, University of Bedfordshire, UK. In his research capacity, Kiril is affiliated with the 

International Centre: Researching child sexual exploitation, violence and trafficking at the University of 

Bedfordshire, and with the Centre for Policy Studies at Central European University (Hungary). In 2013-2014, he 

led a research project investigating public understanding of human trafficking in three European countries funded 

by a Marie Curie Intra-European Fellowship awarded by the European Commission. His interdisciplinary research 

examines the relationship between vulnerability to human rights abuses vis-à-vis neoliberal governmentality by 

focusing on the phenomena of migration, unfree labour and environmental degradation. 

Kirsten Foot, Professor of Communication at the University of Washington (Seattle, USA). She leverages her 

expertise in interorganizational relations and multimethod research to conduct publicly-oriented, practice-

informed, collaborative scholarship. Among her recent publications is the open access article "Developments in 

Anti-Trafficking Efforts 2008-2011" in the online Journal of Human Trafficking, in which she and her team 

analyzed worldwide trends in eight types of anti-trafficking efforts. 

Alev Korun, Member of the Austrian Federal Parliament and Chairperson of the Parliamentary Human Rights 

Committee since 2008. Spokeswoman for migration, integration and human rights. Member of the Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Council of Europe. Involvement in various mentoring and empowerment projects for young 

multilingual people. National Council member of the Green Party. Born in Ankara, grew up in Istanbul. Studies 

of political science and gender studies in Innsbruck and Vienna. 

Ambassador Elisabeth Tichy-Fisslberger, Director General, Austrian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, chair of the 

Task Force on Combating Human Trafficking was appointed as first National Coordinator on Combating Human 

Trafficking on 10 March 2009. In order to coordinate and intensify anti-trafficking measures in Austria, the Task 

Force on Combating Human Trafficking under the direction of the Foreign Ministry was set up in November 

2004 by a decision of the Austrian government. The Task Force is in charge of elaborating National Action Plans 

on Combating Human Trafficking and of monitoring their implementation. The Austrian Government adopted 

the first National Action Plan on Combating Human Trafficking in March 2007, the second National Action Plan 

(2009-2011) in May 2009, the third National Action Plan (2012-2014) in March 2012 and the forth National Action 

Plan (2015-2017) (English version available soon) on 21 April 2015 by the Austrian government. The National 

Actions Plans reflect a comprehensive approach to combating human trafficking and include measures for national 

coordination, prevention, protection of victims, prosecution and international cooperation. 

Daniela Urschitz, Coordinator of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region and since 2012 Head of the EU 

Coordination of the City of Vienna. Before joining the administration of the City of Vienna in 1999, where she 

took over the Department for Women Affairs, she worked at the Austrian Federal Ministry for Labour and Social 

Affairs (from 1981 - 1999), Department for International Affairs and Research and as Head of the Department 

for Women and Labour Market (until 1992) and as Deputy of the Department for EU Integration (until 1998). 
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Beate Wimmer-Puchinger, Executive Director for Women’s Health of the City of Vienna (since 1999), 

University Professor of Clinical and Health Psychology at the University of Salzburg. She was one of the pioneers 

of women’s health research in Austria and founder and director of Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Women’s 

Health Research for 15 years (1990- 2005). She leads research programs on family violence and on reproductive 

health. She also was responsible for the Austrian women’s health reports. She founded and directed for many years 

both women’s health care centers in Vienna within general hospitals. She also worked closely with WHO, 

concerning women health issues and took part in WHO women’s health agenda 2010. She has been responsible 

for realizing the Women’s Health Program. She published four books and countless scientific articles. Her main 

issues are maternity, psychology of pregnancy, eating disorders, teenager sexuality, sexual violence and gender 

perspectives of public health, etc. 

Helga Konrad, Head/Coordinator of the 'Regional Implementation Initiative on Preventing & Combating 

Human Trafficking' since 2010. Executive Director Anti-Trafficking; Institute for the Danube Region and Central 

Europe IDM; former (first) Special Representative on Combating Trafficking in Human Beings of the OSCE - 

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (2004-2006); Chair of the EU Stability Pact Task Force on 

Human Trafficking for South Eastern Europe (2000-2004). In her capacity as Austrian Federal Government 

Minister for Women, she hosted the first EU Conference on Trafficking in Women for Sexual Exploitation in 

Vienna (1995). She was Head of the Austrian government delegations to the fourth UN World Conference on 

Women in Beijing/China and of the first World Congress on Combating Commercial Sexual Exploitation of 

Children in Stockholm/Sweden (1996). 

Roberto Ziglio, Psychologist and Psychotherapist, Management Assistant and Advisor at “Regional 

Implementation Initiative on Preventing & Combating Trafficking in Human Beings – RII 2015”. He is also 

currently Advisor at CentroMoses, S.r.l., a private mental health centre in Italy, where he used to perform his 

clinical activity since 2010. He was also Head of Organization and Administration and was involved in the 

organization of numerous trainings for mental health practitioners and citizens. He had also collaborated with the 

Treviglio-Caravaggio Hospital, in the Centre for Family Therapy and with the A.L.T. Association (association 

against drug addictions), located in Treviglio (Bergamo, Italy). 

 

 

 


