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KidsRights Index 2016: Sweden scores 14th on global ranking Children’s Rights

The KidsRights Index

The KidsRights Index is the annual global index, which ranks how countries adhere to and are equipped to improve children’s rights. It 

consolidates the most crucial general children’s rights areas and implementation requirements of the Convention on the Rights of the 

Child (CRC) for which sufficient data is available. The five domains of the KidsRights Index are:  
1.  Right to Life 

2.  Right to Health

3.  Right to Education

4.  Right to Protection

5.  Enabling Environment for Child Rights 

The KidsRights Index pools data from two reputable sources: 1. quantitative data published and regularly updated by UNICEF at www.

data.unicef.org        and 2. qualitative data published by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child        in its detailed individual 

country reports (the so-called Concluding Observations) for all states that are parties to the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
The KidsRights Index makes these data more accessible to the public, in order to encourage dialogue about children’s rights.

Domain 5: Enabling Environment for Child Rights 

Domain 5, the Enabling Environment for Child Rights, is an important and unique domain within the child rights-based KidsRights 
Index. It reveals the extent to which countries have operationalized the general principles of the CRC (indicators: non-discrimination; 
best interests of the child; respect for the views of the child/participation) and the extent to which there is a basic ‘infrastructure’ 

for child rights policy (indicators: enabling national legislation; mobilization of the ‘best available’ budget; collection and analysis of 
disaggregated data; and state-civil society cooperation for child rights). 

Based on the information in domain 5, the KidsRights Index provides concrete recommendations on what States should do to improve 

the children’s rights situation in their country. The conclusions and recommendations from KidsRights Index domain 5 derive from the 
Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 
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Domain 5: Sweden (CO data from 2015, 6 scores available)

Ranked 59-66th on domain 5: Enabling Environment for Child Rights, the KidsRights Index 2016 shows that Sweden needs to do more 
to provide the necessary conditions to realize children’s rights. 

Country Non-discrimi-

nation

Best interests of 

the child

Respect for the 

views of the 

child

Enabling legis-

lation

Best available 

budget

Collection and 

analysis of 

disaggregated 

data

State-civil 

society coope-

ration for child 

rights

Sweden 2009 1 2 2 2 2 2 3

Sweden 2015 2 2 2 3 1 1 NA

Sweden’s record in the 2015 Concluding Observations shows twice the lowest score (on budget and data), three times an average  

score (on non-discrimination, best interests of the child, and respect for the views of the child), and once the highest score (enabling 
legislation). On two indicators Sweden’s 2015 scores stayed the same as in 2009  (best interests of the child and respect for the views 
of the child). On 2 indicators Sweden’s scores improved, respectively from the lowest to an average score (non-discrimination) and 

from an average to the highest score (legislation). On three indicators the scores went down, respectively from an average to the 
lowest score (budget and data) or from the highest score to non-availability (state-civil society cooperation). With no score available on 

state-civil society cooperation, which was present in 2009, the completeness of the scores of Sweden deteriorated.

Important conclusions and recommendations from the KidsRights Index domain 5 (taken from Concluding Observations 

2015: UN CRC Committee):

On non-discrimination (score 2): 

Sweden’s efforts to address different forms of discrimination have been welcomed. These efforts include its comprehensive anti-
discrimination legislation, the long-term strategy to promote equal rights and opportunities regardless of sexual orientation, gender 
identity or gender expression, and the Commission against Anti-Gypsyism. However, there is concern about the discrimination of 
children from disadvantaged and marginalized families and of migrant families, including African and Afro-Swedish children. There is 
also concern about the term “race” being deleted in the new Anti-Discrimination Act, about Roma children being discriminated against by 
their schoolmates and LGBT children experiencing bullying, intimidation and violence.

Recommendations:
• To amend the legislation to enforce the prohibition of discrimination based on ethnicity and to declare illegal organizations 

promoting and inciting racial hatred;

•  To focus on preventive activities against discrimination and to take action to protect children in vulnerable situations, including 

children from marginalized and disadvantaged families, with a migration background, and Roma and LGBT children;
•  To undertake awareness-raising programmes, including campaigns targeted at children and adolescents, to eliminate all forms of 

discrimination. (CO 2015 para. 16)

On best interests of the child (score: 2):

The KidsRights Index shows that the right of the child to have his or her best interests taken into consideration is covered by certain 
laws. Yet, inadequate weight is given to that right, especially in asylum procedures where children are involved. There is a lack of a 
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Color Meaning

Red Negative change

Orange Stayed the same

Green Positive change

KidsRights Index Scoring System:

Score 1 ‘low’ = only negative remarks
Score 2 ‘average’ = negative and positive remarks

Score 3 ‘high’ = only positive remarks
NA  = not addressed

The information for domain 5 ‘Enabling Environment for Child Rights’ derived from the qualitative Concluding Observations is scored 
on a scale between 1 and 3. The actual score assigned to each indicator is exclusively based on the language used by the CRC 
Committee in the Concluding Observations. 
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mandatory child rights impact assessment regarding all measures that concern children. There is also insufficient training for relevant 
professionals on best interests determination.

Recommendations:
•  To undertake mandatory child rights impact assessments to determine the impact of any proposed policy or decision which affects 

children and their enjoyment of their rights;
•  To ensure that the best interests of the child is the basis of, and guides the process of, all decisions, especially in asylum cases 

involving children;

•  To provide regular training to staff of the Migration Board and the social welfare authorities and to increase training on best interests 

determination. (CO 2015 para.18)

On respect for the views of the child (score 2)

Sweden has taken positive measures under the Social Services Act and the Education Act to implement the right of the child to be 
heard. However the right to be heard is not sufficiently implemented in cases of custody, residence and visitation, social services 
investigations, and in the asylum procedure. There is also concern that under the Aliens Act (chapter 1, section 11) a child shall only be 
heard where it is not inappropriate.

At the same time, Sweden has a provision that a child with a disability shall have the opportunity to present his or her views about any 
action affecting him or her. Yet, the KidsRights Index shows that children with disabilities are not systematically heard in matters that 
concern them, and they lack opportunities to express themselves.

Recommendations:
•  To take measures to strengthen the right to be heard, in accordance with Art.12 of the CRC;
•  To ensure the implementation of legislation recognizing the right of the child to be heard in legal proceedings by establishing, for 

instance, procedures for social workers and courts to comply with this principle;
•  To amend chapter 1, section 11, of the Aliens Act to abolish the exception of inappropriateness, to ensure that a child is heard 

whenever a decision affecting him or her is made; (CO 2015 para. 20)
•  To ensure the implementation of existing safeguards the right of children with disabilities to be consulted on all matters concerning 

them. (CO 2015 para. 40a)

On enabling legislation (score 3): 

Sweden has adopted several legislative measures and has taken efforts to address the lack of formal recognition of the CRC as 

Swedish law. 

Recommendations:
•  To bring the national legislation into full conformity with the CRC and in case of conflictive legislation, the CRC should always 

prevail. (CO 2015 para. 8)

On best available budget (score 1): 

The KidsRights Index shows that Sweden’s national budget does not include specific budgetary allocations for the implementation of 
the CRC.

Recommendations:
•  To provide, in its next periodic report to the Committee, specific information on the national budget with regard to the implementation 

of the CRC;

•  To adopt a child rights-based approach in the preparation of the Sweden’s budget by using a tracking system for the allocation of 
resources for children; 

•  To make impact assessments on how “the best interests of the child” are taken into consideration in relation to investments or 

budget cuts in any sector, and to measure the impact of such investments or budget cuts on both girls and boys. (CO 2015 para. 
10)
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On data collection (score 1): 

Sweden’s lack of data on the sexual exploitation of children and lack of mechanisms to collect data on refugee, asylum-seeking and 
migrant children, who have been recruited or used in hostilities abroad, is a matter of concern.

Recommendations:
•  To establish a mechanism for the systematic collection of data disaggregated by age, sex, ethnic origin, national origin, 

geographical location and socioeconomic status, to eliminate sexual exploitation and abuse; (CO 2015 para. 30a)
•  To systematically collect data on refugee, asylum-seeking and migrant children, which have been recruited or used in hostilities 

abroad. (CO 2015 para. 54b)
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