
Open Gate – La Strada Macedonia is a grassroots organization working on Anti 

trafficking since September 2000 year. With refugees and migrants we have 

started to work since mid 2014 with focus on asylum seekers in Macedonia and 

as the situation was escalating and number of refugees and migrants was 

increasing, we have expanded our services to all in need refugees and migrants.  

 

From 1st of July 2015, until 31st of March 2016 around 779,000 refugees and 

migrants are reported to have transited through Macedonia.  

 

- Women and children registered made up 49 % of the total 

 

- Open Gate concluded that it was very challenging to identify and protect 

vulnerable refugees and migrants transiting through Macedonia. This was for a 

range of reasons: 

 

o the language barrier that made it difficult for officials to communicate 

with them, 

o misunderstandings about what constitutes human trafficking and what 

human smuggling 

o the cultural context,  

o limited access to services,  

o the general distrust shown by migrants towards state authorities.  

o But limited time that migrants remained in Macedonia was crucial 

(especially the limited time that unaccompanied minors spent in 

Macedonia, resulted that many legal procedures were not followed. They did not 

receive adequate protection and they were not referred for assistance;  

The escalation in the numbers of migrants that used Macedonia to cross the 

western Balkans had serious implications for the Ministry of Interior and other 

state institutions. It was mainly the Ministry of Interior (MOI) which focused its 

attention on security issues along the country’s borders and migration routes. This 

resulted in increased efforts to detect criminal networks that were smuggling 

migrants rather than screening migrants in general to detect trafficking cases and 

to provide protection to trafficking victims. 

 

 

- The number of presumed victims of trafficking among refugees that ware 

identified by La Strada staff was 237 persons for the period August 2015 til 



May 2016 (in both camps Vinojug and Tabanovce). Majority of cases were 

identified before 8th of March when the Balkan Route was officially closed.   

Those were the persons that during the psychosocial counseling were discovered 

some indicators of trafficking 

- Very small number of officially identified victims of trafficking, is result of 

their refuse of any services and assistance.  

- Their intention was to continue with their journey as soon as possible.  

In relation to the officially identified victims of trafficking  among asylum 

seekers  it were identified 6 women trafficked for purposes of sexual 

exploitation, which happened in the previous countries of transit.  

During the same period were identified 8 cases of labor exploitation of man.  

As well the exploitation happened in the previous countries of transit.  

 

- European borders closed on March 8, which left a lot of refugees and 

migrants stuck in Vinojug and Tabanovce, which made the refugee population 

change from transit to settled, with more people staying at Tabanovce. 

- At that point, there were approximately 1.500 persons who remained in 

Macedonia, without the possibility of continuing their journey north and 

unwilling to go back to Greece. 

- Designed to serve merely as transit centres, these facilities, Transit Centres 

in Macedonia-Vinojug and Tabanovce, were not equipped and adequate for 

the newly emerged situation, 

- Majority of the women (but men as well) expressed feelings of emotional 

distress and did not feel safe in the overcrowded transit centres.  

- Due to the lack of adequate accommodation capacities, refugees have been 

sleeping on the ground during the night, without decent sleeping equipment. 

 

- The hopelessness of the situation made some refugees turn towards 

smugglers and criminal channels, ignoring the already existent high risks of 

abuse and violence for them and their children, putting them at risk of being 

trafficked and exploited on the way.  

 

- Lack of occupational activities, especially for the adults, as well as space for 

their implementation, led to increased tensions and violence among the 

refugees.  

- At the same time, it was noted that parents are neglecting their children as a 

result of the depression and anxiety.  

 



- Police indifference toward increased fights among the refugees, resulted 

security problems such as violence, abuse of drugs and alcohol, smuggling, 

trafficking in human beings, 

 

- Smuggling is widely spread among the refugees, since, as mentioned 

previously, they are desperate in trying to find the way to continue their 

journey.  

 

- In general refugee women that came from Greece shared information that in 

Greece there are smugglers who promised them transportation to 

Shid(Serbia) for 2000 Euros per person.  
- They usually travel organized in group from 20-25 refugees, lead by smuggler 

soldier, walking by foot, using the railway station as traffic sign. Very rarely 

woman decided to travel alone.  

 

- Ministry of Interior  reported that after closing of the Balkan Route "daily are 

revealed between 50 and 300 migrants who try to enter the country or to 

destroy the fence" on the border with Greece and thus immediately are pushed 

back  to Greece 

 

- Moreover the police has revealed a organized group of smugglers that 

transport the refugee from Greece  to Macedonia and Serbia to the EU 

countries. The criminal group charged  120 to 200 euros per migrant for 

transportation from the border with the Republic Greece to Kumanovo( 

MKD) region where the migrants were temporarily accommodated, and 

then for the sum of 300 euros per migrant were illegal transfers to 

territory of the Republic Serbia. 

 

- The strict policy on closed border is push factor for increasing the 

likelihood of people being trafficked.  

 

- Next to this, the better economic opportunities in the EU countries along 

with the families of the refugees who are already in the destination country, 

serve as additional pull factor for the movement of the refugees.  

 

- The smugglers and traffickers are using the vulnerable position of these people 

and earn money using their desperate situation.  

 



- Majority of the people are desperate to reach the destination, especially 

families who are separated. During April 2016, around 70% of the 

refugees/migrants left the camp in Tabanovce in unknown direction. 

 

- Some of them were caught by the Serbian police, pushed back to Macedonia 

and later forcible returned to Greece. Others managed to reach Serbia and 

continue to Hungary. Dropping the number of refugee (from 1300 at the 

beginning of March to some 500 at the end) is clear and strong sigh about what 

is going on the ground. Some of them are back in TC Vinojug, but still there 

are people who irregularly leave the camp. 

 

- Large number of refugee women and girls coming from conflict areas, but 

as well migrant women were exposed to some forms of gender based 

violence as results of the forced displacement, family separation, and harsh 

living condition.   

 

- Thus, while these women and girls, might escape from one form of gender 

based violence (early marriages, domestic violence, sexual violence, 

arranged/forced marriages etc), they might encounter exploitation at low level, 

which includes their partners, neighbors, husband and so on in the transit 

centers end route.  

 

- The risk of being trafficked is significantly higher for these vulnerable groups, 

particularly if they travel alone.  

 

- Moreover, in many cases victims of gender based violence become victims of 

human trafficking and vice-versa due to the exploitative nature of 

vulnerability of the women, especially in the context of crisis and refuge 

situation. Women and girls travelling alone or with their children often have 

limited funds and are most likely to be at great risk of human trafficking.  

 

- La Strada frontline workers in the field detected several cases of 

migrants/refugees women victims of domestic violence, child marriages and 

etc, thus, there is high possibility these cases while traveling to be at risk of 

human trafficking. 

 

 

 

 


