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Shams Asadi,

Human Rights Commissioner and head of the Human Rights Office of the City of Vienna. She studied architecture and
urban Planning abroad before she arrived in Vienna, where she graduated from the University of Technology. Shams
has many years of practical and academic experience in Urban Regeneration and Urban Development with a focus on
European and international affairs. The human rights dimension of urban development accompanied her from beginning
of her professional life and since 2010 human rights are the main subject of her career.

Zuzana Bargerova,

Senior lawyer in the Slovak NGO Human Rights League. She specializes in legal aid and legal counseling in
immigration law. Her clients are mostly third country nationals risking/having irregular status, or foreigners seeking
residence status for the purpose of study, work, business or family reunification. She is one of the leading experts on
integration policies in Slovakia. Zuzana has conducted numerous researches for the EU Fundamental Human Rights
Agency (FRA), EU, IOM on the topics related to migrants rights, integration, exploitation of foreigners on the labour
market, etc. She is an expert member of the working group of the Government Council of the Slovak Republic for
Human Rights, National Minorities and Gender Equity. Zuzana recently coordinated the drafting process of the
National Strategy for Protection and Support of Human Rights in SR. She also worked at numerous initiatives on
fostering political participation and policy involvement of immigrants in 9 Central and Eastern EU countries.

Luke Bearup,

Sociologist. He is a consultant and researcher on issues related to social integration and justice with a special focus on 
human trafficking, migration, and protection. On behalf of several NGOs and Institutions he has worked in 
development, humanitarian assistance, and education in Oceana, South and South-East Asia. He is presently researching
EU refugee protection and integration policy, while based in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Web: 
https://deakin.academia.edu/LukeBearup  .  

Peter von Bethlenfalvy,

Founder and Executive Director of CEIPA - Centre for European and International Policy Action, has a long
professional experience of European and international cooperation in the field of migration, foreign and development
policies, security and human rights. He formerly held leading positions at IOM – International Organization for
Migration in Brussels, Berlin, Rome and Vienna. He has been the driving force in strengthening the European Union
and International stance towards a number of issues such as economic migration, organized crime and trafficking in
human beings, democratization and parliamentary elections as well as humanitarian and emergency aid. He advised and

https://deakin.academia.edu/LukeBearup


worked closely with a number of EU Presidencies and European Commissioners as well as European Parliamentarians
in carrying forward their priorities. His experience and commitment led to numerous policy improvements in the above
fields in Europe, and strengthened cooperation between governments, international organizations, civil societies and
regions.

Mike Dottridge, 

Independent Expert/Consultant. He spent 25 years working with human rights non-governmental organizations. For the
past decade he has been active as independent consultant on human rights and child rights issues. His work takes him to
different parts of the world, particularly regions where human trafficking is regarded as a major problem, such as South
East Europe and South East Asia and has focused on various forms of exploitation, whether it concerns child labour, the
commercial sexual exploitation of children, forced labour or trafficking in human beings. In 2002 he was one of the
experts invited by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights to prepare a set of Recommended Principles and
Guidelines on Human Rights and Human Trafficking. In 2007 he edited a report entitled Collateral Damage. The
Impact of Anti-Trafficking Measures on Human Rights around the World for the NGO coalition 'Global Alliance
Against Traffic in Women', for whom he also acted as visiting editor on the most recent edition of the Anti-Trafficking
Review, on the topic of ‘Following the Money’. 

Vera Gracheva,

Independent consultant/expert on combating trafficking in human beings, for the last ten years she served as a Senior
Adviser at the OSCE Secretariat. She joined the OSCE in October 2004, right after the creation of the OSCE Office for
CTHB. Previously Mrs Gracheva worked as a researcher at the Russian Academy of Sciences and in 1991-2004 she
served as a diplomat at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Russian Federation. Her foreign posting included the
Russian Embassy to the US (human rights counsellor), the OSCE Mission to Croatia (legal and human rights adviser)
and the Permanent Mission of the Russian Federation to the OSCE (Austria) (senior counsellor). She significantly
contributed to the drafting and adoption of all OSCE Ministerial Council Decisions related to the fight against human
trafficking in 2000-2013, including the OSCE Action Plan (2003) and the Addendum to the OSCE Action Plan of 2013.
She is an author and an editor of a number of articles on THB, including a Manual "Media against THB" (Moscow,
2012) for students and post-graduates of the Faculty of Journalism of the Moscow State University. She holds a Ph.D.
in international relations.

Neil Howard, 

currently a Marie Curie Fellow at the European University Institute in Florence, Italy. His research combines political 
economy and political anthropology, focussing on the causes and experience of labour migration and ‘trafficking’, as 
well as on the creation and operation of policy and practice around them. He obtained his doctorate from the University 
of Oxford in 2013, after conducting a study of the anti-trafficking field, using the example of Benin.

Kristiina Kangaspunta, 

currently heading the preparation of the Global Report on Trafficking in Persons at the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) in Vienna, Austria. The first edition of the Report was launched in 2012 and it will be published 
biannually presenting the global human trafficking trends and patterns. Previously, she was the Deputy Director of the 
United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI) leading the Research Programme of the 
Institute in Turin, Italy. Before UNICRI, she worked with UNODC, as the Chief of the Anti-Human Trafficking Unit. 
She moved to UNODC from the Ministry of Justice of Finland where she worked at the European Institute for Crime 
Prevention and Control, affiliated with the United Nations (HEUNI).

Helga Konrad, 

Head/Coordinator of the 'Regional Implementation Initiative on Preventing & Combating Human Trafficking' since
2010. Executive Director Anti-Trafficking; Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe IDM; former (first)
Special Representative on Combating Trafficking in Human Beings of the OSCE - Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (2004-2006); Chair of the EU Stability Pact Task Force on Human Trafficking for South Eastern
Europe (2000-2004). In her capacity as Austrian Federal Government Minister for Women, she hosted the first EU
Conference on Trafficking in Women for Sexual Exploitation in Vienna (1995). She was Head of the Austrian



government delegations to the fourth UN World Conference on Women in Beijing/China and of the first World
Congress on Combating Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in Stockholm/Sweden (1996).

Alev Korun, 

Member of the Austrian Federal Parliament and Chairperson of the Parliamentary Human Rights Committee since
2008. Spokeswoman for migration, integration and human rights. Member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the
Council of Europe. Involvement in various mentoring and empowerment projects for young multilingual people.
National Council member of the Green Party. Born in Ankara, grew up in Istanbul. Studies of political science and
gender studies in Innsbruck and Vienna.

Johannes Peyrl,

works for the Austrian Chamber of Labour. His main working areas are expertises, analytic work and publications on
Austrian and European migration law, studies on proposed legislation, legal counselling in labour market and migration
related law. He is member of various committees regarding migration law on national and EU level, e.g. Advisory
committee on free movement of workers of the EU-commission, Committee on integration (ministry of the interior),
Committee on foreign nationals (ministry of labour, social affairs and consumer protection). He is also lecturer at the
University of Applied Sciences Vorarlberg and Danube University Krems.

Evelyn Probst, 

Coordinator of LEFÖ-IBF LEFÖ - Information, Education and Support for Migrant Women and IBF - Intervention
Centre for Trafficked Women and Girls. She has been a certified trainer working in the field of combating trafficking in
human beings for more than 15 years. She is a Psychologist by education and a much sought-after trainer for seminars
on the issue of human trafficking carried out by public authorities, police, NGOs and other relevant actors. She has
given classes and lectures at Austrian Universities as well as at the Universidad Autonoma de Mexico.  She is board
member of Global alliance against trafficking in women (GAATW) and UNDOK (Drop in center for undocumented
workers).

Jasmina Dimishkovska Rajkovska,

Women-leader of NGO Open Gate/La Strada Macedonia fully dedicated in combating human trafficking and promoting
and protecting victims’ rights. Actively participate in policy making process in Macedonia, monitoring and evaluation
of governmental institutions in implementation of law and international policy and standards. Author of 8 publications
and researches related to non-punishments of trafficked person and accountability of institutions and service providers. 

Helmut Sax, 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights, Member of the Council of Europe’s Group of Experts on Action against 
Trafficking in Human Beings (GRETA), completed legal studies in 1993, staff member of the Ludwig Boltzmann 
Institute of Human Rights since 1995, research projects and consultancies in various human rights areas (social rights, 
development cooperation, refugee law); since 1997 focus on human rights of children, since 2006 focus on anti-
trafficking efforts. He is team leader at BIM, responsible for Women’s Rights, Children’s Rights, Anti-Trafficking. He 
is BIM representative at the Child Trafficking Working Group of the Austrian Taskforce on Human Trafficking.

Nadia Sebtaoui, Chef de Projet 'Aide aux victimes de traite des êtres humains', France 

Henrik Sjölinder,

holds a master degree in law from Uppsala University and has been a public servant for more than 25 years. As a
fonctionnaire of the European Commission he contributed to inter alia developing the first EU-legislation (2002) and
furthering a comprehensive European policy against trafficking in human beings. Since 13 years Henrik Sjölinder is
working for the Police Division in the Swedish Ministry of Justice and has in that capacity continued to be engaged in
EU-efforts against trafficking in human beings, not least during the Swedish EU Presidency in 2009 when he
contributed to developing EU:s external policy against trafficking in human beings. Simultaneously Henrik Sjölinder
has been deeply engaged in national Swedish efforts to curb trafficking.



Klara Skrivankova, 

Expert on human trafficking and forced labour in the UK and internationally. She has been working in the field since 
2000, starting as a programme manager in La Strada Czech Republic. In 2005 she joined Anti-Slavery International 
where she leads its Europe Programme, managing research and advocacy to eliminate all forms of modern slavery, 
including in supply-chains in the UK and Europe. She frequently provides expert witness statements in courts in the 
UK, Ireland and Hong Kong in modern slavery cases and in 2007 co-founded the UK Trafficking Law and Policy 
Forum, an educational think-tank on human trafficking and related issues. Since 2010, she has acted as a Programme 
Adviser to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation. She has also published extensively, including as a specialist contributor of 
Human Trafficking Handbook: Recognising Trafficking and Modern-Day Slavery in the UK, Chandran P.ed, Lexis 
Nexis, 2011, with chapters on forced labour and on compensation for victims of modern day slavery and a co-edited 
Vulnerability, Exploitation and Migrants: Insecure Work in a Globalised Economy, Palgrave Macmillan, 2015. She is 
currently engaged as a special adviser with the Ethical Trading Initiative. Ms Skrivankova has held numerous expert 
appointments internationally. She has been an expert on human trafficking with the Council of Europe since 2005 and a 
member of the EU Experts Group on Trafficking in Human Beings from 2008 until 2015, advising the European 
Commission. Between 2010 and 2013 she served on the board of the UN Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of 
Trafficking and 2009-2013 on the board of the UN Voluntary Trust Fund on Contemporary Forms of Slavery. 

Liliana Sorrentino,

Independent expert on human rights, migrant rights and trafficking in human beings with 15 years of experience as an
NGO activist, policy adviser, researcher and project manager in Europe and in the CIS. She started working with NGOs
assisting asylum seekers, refugees and trafficked persons. She has then worked for 10 years at the OSCE including as
Executive Advisor to the OSCE Special Representative for Combating Trafficking in Human Beings. Over past few
years she has been a consultant for various organizations such as HEUNI, the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for Human
Rights, the International Trade Union Confederation, the European Commission and ICMPD. She is a graduate of the
Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies.

István Szilárd, 

MD, PhD. Prof. tit. at University of Pécs Medical School, Chief Scientific Adviser on Migration Health. He is
graduated Medical Doctor from the University of Pécs, Hungary, specialized in Internal Medicine and Public Health
Medicine, got Ph.D. degree in Health Sciences from the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. He joined International
Organization for Migration (IOM) in 1996 to participate in emergency and post-conflict humanitarian operations in the
Balkans. From 2003 to 2007 he was IOM Senior Migration Health Adviser in charge of Europe and liaison person to
EC/EU on migration health, posted in IOM Mission in Brussels. He was IOM focal point for the health/ mental health
components of Counter Trafficking programs as well. In September 2007 he returned to his home university (University
of Pécs/ Hungary) and coordinates the migration and ethnic minority health programs. He is coordinator of WHO
Public Health Aspects of Migration in Europe electronic newsletter and member of the Steering Committee of the UN
Association of Hungary.

Gerald Tatzgern, 

Colonel, Head of the Central Service for Combating Alien Smuggling and Human Trafficking of the Criminal
Intelligence Service of the Austrian Federal Ministry of the Interior/Austrian 'Bundeskriminalamt'. Since 2002 he has
been responsible for guiding and coordinating all the investigations and prosecutions in the field of human smuggling
and trafficking in Austria and at international level. He is an internationally renowned law enforcement expert, teaching
at Police Academies in Europe, Central Asia, South-America and the U.S., and for International Organizations such as
UNODC, OSCE, FRONTEX, ICMPD, IOM.

Ambassador Elisabeth Tichy-Fisslberger, 

Director General, Austrian Ministry for Foreign Affairs, chair of the Task Force on Combating Human Trafficking was
appointed as first National Coordinator on Combating Human Trafficking on 10 March 2009. In order to coordinate and
intensify anti-trafficking measures in Austria, the Task Force on Combating Human Trafficking under the direction of
the Foreign Ministry was set up in November 2004 by a decision of the Austrian government. The Task Force is in
charge of elaborating National Action Plans on Combating Human Trafficking and of monitoring their implementation.
The Austrian Government adopted the first National Action Plan on Combating Human Trafficking in March 2007, the



second National Action Plan (2009-2011) in May 2009, the third National Action Plan (2012-2014) in March 2012 and
the forth National Action Plan (2015-2017) (English version available soon) on 21 April 2015 by the Austrian
government. The National Actions Plans reflect a comprehensive approach to combating human trafficking and include
measures for national coordination, prevention, protection of victims, prosecution and international cooperation.

Daniela Urschitz, 

is working for Priority Area 10 of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region and Coordinator of the EU Strategy for the
Danube Region in Vienna since 2012. After leading the Department of Women’s Affairs of the City of Vienna until
2008, she was head of the EU Coordination unit. Before joining the administration of the City of Vienna in 1999, she
worked at the Austrian Federal Ministry for Labour and Social Affairs (from 1981 - 1999), in the Department for
International Affairs and Research as Head of the Subdivision for Women and Labour Market (until 1992) and as
Deputy Head of the Department for EU Integration (until 1998).

Stefano Volpicelli,

Sociologist specialized in health-related matters. Expert in capacity-building interventions on assistance and protection
of vulnerable people, as well as in social research. He was involved in many programmes addressing various aspects of
'social vulnerability' such as the prevention of juvenile delinquency and of the use, abuse and misuse of drugs, and the
improvement of access and the quality of health care for vulnerable customers such as drug users, people living with
HIV, and irregular migrants. Since 2003 he has worked with the International Organization for Migration with the main
duties to assess the training needs of various recipients (such as governmental officers, law enforcement agents,
NGO/GO psycho-social and health caregivers) and consequently designing and implementing training programs
focussing on assistance and protection schemes for vulnerable migrants. In 2012/13 he worked as a consultant of the
Maltese government, responsible for capacity-building measures to improve identification of and assistance services for
vulnerable migrants, including victims of trafficking.

Daja Wenke,

Independent researcher in the child rights field. She has long-standing professional experience working with UNICEF,
international NGOs and European regional organisations in the area of applied research and policy development for the
prevention of child trafficking. As an independent consultant, she has specialised on policy analysis and research to
support rights-based and evidence informed policymaking, programming and practice. Her guiding interest is the
promotion of systemic approaches to the implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and to
advance the capability of public administrations to implement international standards in practice.

Josef Weidenholzer, 

MEP, became a Member of the European Parliament and Socialist and Democrat Group in December 2011, he became
Vice-President of the Group in 2014. He is a Member of the committees for Internal Market and Consumer Protection,
Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, and the sub-committee for Human Rights. As a professor he worked at the
Johannes Kepler University in Linz, Austria. He is also the S&D Group Spokesperson for the EU's Digital Union.

Roberto Ziglio,

Psychologist and Psychotherapist, Management Assistant and Advisor at “Regional Implementation Initiative on
Preventing & Combating Trafficking in Human Beings – RII 2015”. He is also currently Advisor at CentroMoses, S.r.l.,
a private mental health centre in Italy, where he used to perform his clinical activity since 2010. He was also Head of
Organization and Administration and was involved in the organization of numerous trainings for mental health
practitioners and citizens. He had also collaborated with the Treviglio-Caravaggio Hospital, in the Centre for Family
Therapy and with the A.L.T. Association (association against drug addictions), located in Treviglio (Bergamo, Italy).


