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Excellencies,  

Distinguished guests,  

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Trafficking in human beings is a gross violation of human rights. Child 

trafficking represents its most brutal form. It is not only a serious crime against 

human beings, but against our own future. Traffickers target most vulnerable 

members of our society for sexual and labour exploitation, petty crimes, 

begging, organ removal; they exploit victims into illicit adoption and forced 

marriages.  

In this context, the necessity to ensure effective prevention and protection 

systems to fight trafficking in children is stated in numerous international 

documents. Existing obligations and commitments are reflected in, among 

others, the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, 

Especially Women and Children, Supplementing the UN Convention against 

Transnational Organized Crime; in the Convention on the Rights of the Child; 

in the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the 

Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography; in the ILO 

Convention No. 182 Concerning the Prohibition  and Immediate Action for the 

Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour; the Council of Europe 

Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings; and the OSCE 

Permanent Council Decision 685  on “Addressing the Special Needs of Child 

Victims of Trafficking for Protection and Assistance”.  

The OSCE Action Plan to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings, in particular, 

calls upon states to adopt and strengthen “legislative, educational, social, 

cultural or other measures, and […] penal legislation, including through 

bilateral and multilateral co-operation, to discourage the demand that fosters all 



forms of exploitation of persons, especially women and children, and that leads 

to trafficking.”  

In conformity with the OSCE commitments, my Office not only seeks to raise 

the profile of the anti-trafficking agenda, but engages in a series of activities, 

including those aimed to combat child trafficking.  

Our project on “Preventing trafficking in children left without parental 

care” -  recently implemented in co-operation with the “Child Rights 

Information and Documentation Center in Moldova”, was centred around the 

prevention of trafficking in human beings by supporting the social and 

professional integration of children at risk in that country. Almost a thousand, 

14 to 18 year-old children left without parental care, abandoned by migrated 

parents and orphans were helped acquired knowledge on human trafficking 

risks, complete vocational studies and finding employment. Children were 

provided with social assistance and support, whereas national authorities, social 

workers, psychologists, boarding schools professionals, vocational education 

institutions were trained to better protect and ensure the rights of children at 

risk. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Crisis situations generate a fertile environment for criminal activities to flourish, 

and for existing exploitative businesses to grow. The current unregulated 

migration and refugee crisis, as well as tightening immigration policies in and 

around the OSCE region, pose additional strains to already vulnerable people. 

Mobility and human trafficking have become increasingly intertwined, as 

migrants and refugees are exposed to risks of exploitation.  



As reported by the European Commission, approximately 300 thousand - that 

is, 31 percent - of the 1 million people who arrived to Europe by sea in 2015 

were children. Within this framework, IOM has found that 76 percent of 

almost 1,500 migrants and refugees interviewed in Italy from June to August 

2016 – and who travelled along the Central Mediterranean Route connecting 

North Africa to Europe – have responded positively to at least one indicator 

of the presence of human trafficking. Nearly 13,000 unaccompanied minors 

have arrived in Italy alone this year.   

The vulnerability of children and unaccompanied minors on the move was a 

specific focus of the 2015 OSCE Alliance against THB conference. Experts 

stressed the importance of enhancing identification of children in reception 

centres, appointing legal guardians and ensuring multi-disciplinary co-operation 

in the interest of children at all stages. Participants emphasised the need of 

developing social inclusion programmes and improving co-operation between 

countries of origin, transit and destination, as well as international organizations 

and civil society actors.  

As a response to the current migration crisis and its multiple linkages with 

human trafficking risks, the Office has developed an innovative project in 

partnership with the Italian Carabinieri and the Centre of Excellence for 

Stability Police Units (CoESPU). The project aims at enhancing the capacity of 

interested OSCE participating States and Partners for Co-operation to 

effectively investigate and prosecute trafficking in human beings, as well as to 

promptly identify victims through a multi-agency and human rights-based 

approach. 

Beginning this November, and continuing next year, the OSCE will conduct 

three simulation-based learning exercises for about 200 experts belonging to a 

range of different public agencies such as law enforcement, the judiciary, labour 



inspectors, social services and civil society organizations from interested states. 

The courses consist of realistic simulations of criminal cases of labour and 

sexual exploitation among migrants, including child victims, from 

investigation to prosecution, passing by the assistance to identified victims.  

 

The Office also developed a project on “Preventing Trafficking in Human 

Beings for Labour Exploitation in Supply Chains”. Its main goal is to help 

OSCE participating States fill outstanding gaps in safeguarding ethical sourcing 

of goods and services procured by governments and enact concrete measures to 

put policies into practice and ensure that taxes from citizens do not support 

human trafficking. 

The first in a series of five workshops in the framework of this project was held 

on 5-6 September in Berlin, Germany. Others will take place over the course of 

the project in different locations across the OSCE region. As a result of this, my 

Office will develop flexible, model guidelines with a focus on public 

procurement and transparency practices.  

 

Excellencies, 

 

In 2015, I commissioned a survey to obtain an overview of the status of 

implementation of selected anti-trafficking commitments across the OSCE 

region. While the report will be published in the upcoming months, preliminary 

findings show that with regard to trafficking in children, a vast majority of 

responding countries foresee a legal guardian for all unaccompanied minors, not 

just victims of trafficking. Three-quarters of participating States also reported 

providing training for police who may come into contact with children 

trafficked and exploited for forced criminality and in begging. 



Much, however, remains to be done to ensure effective and precise data 

collection and that child trafficking prevention programmes are informed 

by available patterns, trends and evidence-based analysis. Enhancing child 

care and protection systems, as well as the effective identification of victims 

and investigation of offences involving children, are crucial steps in addressing 

the scourge.  

 

Especially when it comes to trafficking in human beings, every country has a 

moral responsibility and a legal obligation to actively identify and protect 

vulnerable children. In doing so, the best interests of the child should be the 

primary consideration. 

 

Thank you for your attention.  

 


