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Executive Summary | BSR Collaborative Initiatives 

Tech Against Trafficking  
 

 

 

Plan for 2018  

• Research and understand ways in which 

technology is currently being used to address and 

facilitate human trafficking.   

• Develop a three-year strategy informed by the 

research analysis and stakeholder engagement.  

• Publicly share research findings and strategic 

next steps. 

• Facilitate the ongoing public and expert dialogue 

around the role of technology in human trafficking. 

 

Tech Against Trafficking is a coalition of technology companies 

collaborating with global experts to help eradicate human 

trafficking using technology. 
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General Areas of Focus  

• Knowledge Sharing: Build a coalition of technology 

and anti-slavery experts to share research and 

findings on best practices and innovative solutions 

• Research: Map and analyze the landscape of 

human trafficking issues and existing solutions to 

identify how technology can prevent and disrupt 

crimes and empower survivors  

• Technology Solutions: Innovate and collaborate to 

develop tech applications to combat human 

trafficking 

OUR MISSION 
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Framework for Action  
The idea for Tech Against Trafficking was sparked in June 2017 during an event that engaged 

tech and anti-slavery experts on the roles technology could play in helping to eradicate 

human trafficking. One year later, the conversation has turned into a formal collaboration, with 

a focus on three areas: 

Research 

Map the landscape of human trafficking issues and existing solutions. Analyze how 

technology is playing a role to prevent and disrupt crimes, and empower survivors. Identify 

opportunities for greater impact and build an evidence base for action. 

Technology Solutions 

Innovate and collaborate to develop tech applications to combat human trafficking. Share, 

pilot, and measure the success of existing solutions before scaling up or developing new 

proposals. Continue to review innovative and future technology which could help prevent and 

disrupt crimes and empower survivors. 

Knowledge Sharing 

Build a coalition of tech and anti-slavery experts to share research, best practices, and 

guidance. Engage a wide network of stakeholders to better understand the human trafficking 

‘journey’ and the human rights risks at each stage that will help target future tech solutions.  



2018 Key Deliverables: Mapping & Strategy 

Tech Against Trafficking formally launched in June 2018. The focus for 2018 

is to map existing technology solutions focused on trafficking, and use the 

research to inform a three-year strategy for Tech Against Trafficking.  

 

• Technology Landscape Analysis 

− Identify and map existing initiatives, projects, organizations, companies, and others 

developing and using technology solutions to fight human trafficking 

− Identify and understand how technology may facilitate human trafficking 

 

• Three-Year Strategy 

− Use the landscape analysis to inform the priority focus areas for Tech for Trafficking for 

the first three years of the collaboration 

− Focus on gaps in the existing landscape and/or supporting existing and effective 

initiatives to achieve scale 

− Embed a human rights focus into the strategy – victim-centered approach, due concern 

for privacy, and tracking measurable results 
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Five Objectives in 2018 
Tech Against Trafficking is working toward accomplishing the following five 

objectives in 2018:  

 

1. Research and Understand ways in which technology is currently being used to 

address human trafficking from different perspectives including vulnerable groups, 

victims, survivors, law enforcement, civil society, and technology providers. 

 

2. Research and Understand the ways in which the misuse of technology facilitates 

human trafficking and ways that companies can restrict or mitigate this misuse. 

 

3. Develop and establish a strategic action plan informed by the research analysis to 

advance existing and potentially new collaborative efforts for greater impact in 

eradicating human trafficking using technology. 

 

4. Publicly Share Research findings and strategic next steps for Tech Against Trafficking 

supported by key stakeholder engagement.  

 

5. Facilitate the ongoing public and expert dialogue around the role of technology in 

human trafficking. 
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Process review and 

operating model 

 

 

Report review and 

benchmarking 

 

 

Reporting strategy 

and content 

development 

 

Workstream 

Meetings 

In-person 

Meetings 

1-2 in-person 

meetings per year 

with Members 

and Advisors 

Member Calls  

Bi-monthly calls 

with Members 

 

Ensure alignment, 

continue 

momentum on 

strategic goals  

and share 

resources 

 

Led by Members 

with support from 

the Secretariat   

 

Develop plan to 

implement 

deliverable for 

each workstream 

as defined in the 

strategy   

 

 Webinars  

Ad-hoc webinars 

for Members 

 

Provide updates on 

key developments 

in human trafficking 

Group Activities for 2018 

*The items above will be organized by the Secretariat and the research leads.  



General Areas of Focus 
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Why Focus on Knowledge Sharing?  
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There is a disconnect between technology experts and anti-slavery experts. Each have different 

and valid viewpoints on the role of technology in the human trafficking ‘journey’ from vulnerability 

to victim to survivor. 

These viewpoints need to be shared and understood so that we can bring the knowledge and 

experience of all experts to define specific problem statements that technology can help solve. 

Civil 
Society 

Law Enforcement 

Technology 
Companies 



Why Research?   
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We lack a shared understanding of how technology plays a role in the landscape 

of human trafficking issues. We need to understand how technology works to 

prevent and disrupt crimes and empower survivors. However, we also need to 

investigate how technology can be misused to abuse individual rights.  

Exploring perspectives from a broad range of stakeholders will help reveal 

gaps in our understanding and inform our evidence base for action. 

 

Prevent and Disrupt Crime  

• Improve data gathering and 
sharing 

• Improve data analysis and 
management  

• Educate and engage public  

• Support law enforcement  

• Improve supply chain 
transparency 

Empower Survivors 

• Improve first line response 

• Communicate with family, 
friends, support agencies 

• Access online job markets 
and training 

• Develop job skills 

• Amplify opportunities for 
advocacy 

Facilitate Crimes 

• Recruit and control victims 

• Advertise services exploiting 
victims 

• Deliver online services 
exploiting victims 

• Support organize crime 
operations 



Why Technology Solutions? 

Members and Advisors have identified a range of promising areas in which to explore 

technological solutions: software applications may to facilitate the work of first-line 

responders, the public, and vulnerable workers in raising awareness, accessing 

resources, and reporting concerns, while other technology solutions may help solve 

challenges related to data overload that can disable effective responses or help 

identify connections in the data that would otherwise be missed.  

 

The Tech Against Trafficking group will continue to review innovative and future 

technologies to develop solutions. Building capacity amongst stake-holders to deliver 

these technology solutions at scale will be critical to success.  
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Why Collaborate? 
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Why Join Tech Against Trafficking?  

Demonstrate Leadership 

 Go beyond compliance with legislation to champion the use of your technology products, services, 

assets and people to fight this crime which undermines responsible business and respect for human 

rights. 

 Public recognition for your efforts to tackle human trafficking will enhance your corporate reputation, 

build brand equity, and reduce risk with investors, customers, and key stakeholders.  

 Drive attainment of Sustainable Development Goal 8.7 to take immediate and effective measures 

to eradicate forced labor, end modern slavery and human trafficking. 

Shape the Future 

 Collaborate in a safe space with industry peers and anti-slavery experts sharing insights, research 

and best practices on the role of technology to tackle human trafficking. 

 Build capacity within your organization and within key stakeholder groups such as civil society and 

law enforcement on how to get the best out of technology on this global issue. 

 Set the agenda and influence the debate by joining your voice with peers to advocate for Tech 

Against Trafficking. 2018 will focus on establishing the three-year vision and strategy for the group. 

Join the conversation at the outset to help shape the direction of TAT. 

 Innovate and inform how you design and develop technology solutions which respect human rights. 

 

 



Members and Advisors 
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Member Companies 

Advisory Group 

Tech Against Trafficking governance is comprised of four categories of participants: 

Tech Against Trafficking Members 

Research Partners 

Secretariat 

Lead governing body; determining strategic 

direction and will lead on implementation  

Provide strategic guidance to the group; unlock 

networks to experts and ideas  

Lead on research outputs for the group; 

participate in Advisory Group  

Coordinate activities, provide strategic visioning, 

and manage day-to-day activities 
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Tech Against Trafficking Secretariat: BSR 
BSR is a global nonprofit organization that works with our network of more than 250 member 

companies and other partners to build a just and sustainable world. From our offices in Asia, 

Europe, and North America, we develop sustainable business strategies and solutions 

through consulting, research, and cross-sector collaboration. 

Copenhagen 

Guangzhou 

Hong Kong 

New York 

Paris 

San Francisco 

Shanghai 

Tokyo 



BSR Staff 
Peter Nestor 
Director, 
Human Rights 
 

San Francisco 

pnestor@bsr.org 

Peter leads BSR’s consulting and collaborative initiative efforts on human 

rights, including BSR’s cross-industry Human Rights Working Group. He has 

supported companies through a range of human rights consulting projects, with 

expertise in the extractives, food and agriculture, and financial services 

industries. Peter’s engagements include conducting human rights impact 

assessments, developing human rights policies and strategies, and 

implementing field-level projects involving internal capacity-building, 

stakeholder and rights-holder engagement, and internal human rights 

management system development. 
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Dunstan Allison-
Hope 
Managing Director 
 

San Francisco 

dhope@bsr.org 

Dunstan leads the team of BSR directors that oversees our six core areas of 

expertise for our consulting, collaborative, grant-funded, and research projects. 

Previously, Dunstan led BSR’s information and communications technology and 

heavy manufacturing practices. He brings significant experience working in 

North America, EMEA, and Asia on a diverse range of issues such as privacy 

and freedom of expression, sustainability reporting, sustainability strategy, 

human rights, and stakeholder engagement. 

 

Hannah Darnton 
Program Manager, 
Ethics, Technology, 
and Human Rights 
 

San Francisco 

hdarnton@bsr.org 

Hannah works with multinational companies to align business and human rights 

strategies and facilitate incorporation of sustainable practices into business 

operations across sectors. She focuses on the intersection of human rights and 

new, disruptive technology and leads the Tech Against Trafficking collaborative 

initiative. Prior to joining BSR, Hannah worked with the Skoll Foundation, where 

her work led to over US$20 million in grants and investments between 2015 

and 2018. Before Skoll, Hannah spent six years working in anti-human 

trafficking in West Africa, Southeast Asia, and the Bay Area.  

http://www.bsr.org/en/expertise/human-rights
http://www.bsr.org/en/expertise/human-rights
http://www.bsr.org/en/collaboration/groups/human-rights-working-group


Tech Against Trafficking Research Lead: RESPECT  

RESPECT, which stands for the “Responsible and Ethical 

Private Sector Coalition against Trafficking,” is a joint initiative 

between three partners: 

− Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime 

− Babson College’s Initiative on Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery 

− IOM, the United Nations Migration Agency 

• Each of these partners are active within the BSR-RESPECT joint 

proposal and work plan. 

• This initiative assembles key thought leaders, practitioners, and policy 

makers to identify solutions to public and private sector challenges 

surrounding human trafficking. 

• RESPECT endeavors to add value where it can by facilitating debate 

between diverse stakeholders; providing relevant contributions to the 

research basis; building linkages to other crimes; and developing 

effective public policy towards a more effective global response.  
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About RESPECT Partners    

• The Global Initiative: Founded in 2013 and headquartered in Geneva, 

The Global Initiative comprises a network of nearly 100 independent 

global and regional experts working on human rights, democracy, 

governance, and development issues where organized crime has become 

increasingly pertinent. 

• The Babson College’s Initiative on Human Trafficking and Modern 

Slavery is an action-oriented think tank focused on addressing human 

trafficking and modern slavery through an entrepreneurial and private 

sector lens. Through expertise and resources from Babson College, 

Initiative faculty, staff, fellows, and students work to develop cutting-edge 

research, classroom approaches, and action-oriented initiatives to educate 

and activate current and next-generation business leaders in the fight 

against human trafficking and modern slavery.  

• IOM: Established in 1951, IOM is the United Nations Migration Agency 

leading in the field of migration and working closely with governmental, 

intergovernmental and non-governmental partners. IOM has been 

engaged in efforts to combat human trafficking and identify, protect and 

assist victims of trafficking since the 1990s. Since that time, IOM has 

assisted over 90,000 trafficked boys, girls, men and women, from 

countries all over the world, trafficked for many different forms of 

exploitation. In 2016, 1 in 7 victims of trafficking identified worldwide was 

assisted by IOM. 
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www.bsr.org 

BSR is a global nonprofit organization that works with its network of more than 250 member 

companies to build a just and sustainable world. From its offices in Asia, Europe, and North America, 

BSR develops sustainable business strategies and solutions through consulting, research, and cross-

sector collaboration. 

Peter Nestor 

Tech Against Trafficking 

Project Co-Director 

pnestor@bsr.org 

Dunstan Allison-Hope 

Tech Against Trafficking 

Project Co-Director 

dhope@bsr.org 

BSR Human Rights Team Leads 

Hannah Darnton 

Tech Against Trafficking 

Project Manager 

hdarnton@bsr.org 

http://www.bsr.org
https://twitter.com/bsrnews
https://www.facebook.com/BSRorg
https://www.linkedin.com/company/162839
https://www.youtube.com/user/BusinessSocialResp
https://www.flickr.com/photos/107327276@N08/sets/
http://www.weibo.com/bsrbj

