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Challenges 

- Tech is being used to amplify the market - increase recruitment and exploitation 

frequency and number of victims/customers/etc.; 

- Increased on-line anonymity of traffickers; 

- Lower entry costs in the trafficking industry; 

- New players associated with the trafficking illegal business, such as crypto-traders, 

crypto-exchangers and crypto-exchanges; 

- Knowledge gap among countries, regions and within countries; 

- Impact on victims’ support as sensitive content (photos, videos) could remain in the 

virtual space for indefinite periods of time and lead to re-stigmatization of victims; 

- Role and presence of law enforcement and NGOs in the virtual space. 

 

Opportunities 

- Technology can be a force multiplier in the fight against human trafficking; 

- Active role of the private sector in developing ICT tools to support law enforcement 

and other stakeholders in fighting human trafficking; 

- Pro-active investigations in the virtual space; 

- Existence of promising ICT practices in leveraging the financial and banking sectors to 

combat human trafficking; 

- Recent adoption of laws and regulation on prevention of human trafficking in supply 

chains in the US, UK, France, the Netherlands, Scandinavian countries have opened a 

new market for software companies to develop products focusing on assessing the 

risks of human trafficking in supply chains. 

 

OSCE response 

- Conducting research on the role of technology to combat human trafficking; 

- Building the capacities of relevant stakeholders based on the conclusions and 

recommendations of the research; 

- Actively engage politicians and policymakers in the debate on the use of ICT to fight 

THB; 

- Promote the establishment of permanent platforms for dialogue between the 

private sector and governments, NGOs, academia etc. 

 


