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Human Trafficking in the Digital Age

The Interplay between 'New' Technology, Trafficking and Anti-Human Trafficking

Ethical, Political and Social Challenges Posed by Online Networks

Background Information:

Under watchful eyes: biometrics, EU IT systems and fundamental rights; European Union Agency for 
Human Rights, 2018 http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/biometrics-rights-protection

Routledge Handbook of Human Trafficking 
Edited by Ryszard Piotrowicz, Conny Rijken and Baerbel Heide Uhl 
https://www.routledge.com/Routledge-Handbook-of-Human-Trafficking/Piotrowicz-Rijken-Uhl/p/book/9781138892064

Human Trafficking and Online Networks: Policy, Analysis, and Ignorance                                                    
Kiril Sharapov, Jonathan Mendel; © 2016 The Author. Antipode © 2016 Antipode Foundation Ltd./Antipode Vol. 48 No. 3 2016 ISSN 
0066-4812, pp. 665–684 doi: 10.1111/anti.12213

Coming out soon: article on anti-trafficking apps  
and in Cultural Sociology where Kiril and colleagues analyse what they call ‘anti-trafficking docufictions’ submitted to 
Unchosen for their anti-trafficking film competition (http://unchosen.org.uk) to educate the public on ‘where slavery is 
hiding’ (!) - these are hosted and promoted on various online video-platforms (youtube, vimeo etc). 

Anti-Trafficking Review - Guest Editors: Kiril Sharapov and Suzanne Hoff

The Anti-Trafficking Review calls for papers (Deadline for Submissions: 9 December 2018) for a themed issue entitled    

'Public Perceptions and Responses to Human Trafficking'.

Despite the increasing volume of critical appraisals by NGOs, academics and activists, dominant anti-trafficking policy and media
discourses continue to favour a series of simplistic binaries. These binaries (victim - criminal, legal - illegal, free - unfree,
deserving victims - fallen women, and so on) overlook the complexity of political, cultural, economic and individual contexts in
which human trafficking and exploitation occur. In addition, the re-emergence of the powerful rhetoric of 'trafficking as modern
slavery' makes it difficult to distinguish between different forms of exploitation and abuse, and places heavy restraints on mobility
and rights of people on the move.

Informed by such reductive interpretations, a number of public awareness campaigns have proliferated, warning us - depending on
who and where we are - how not to become a victim of human trafficking, or how to identify and report one. These campaigns
draw upon specific narratives of suffering and abuse (as explored in Issue 7 of the Anti-Trafficking Review) and spill into the
everyday life of largely unsuspecting individuals. In response, a range of anti-trafficking (or 'anti-slavery') actions by members of
the public has sprung up including but not limited to anti-trafficking vigilantes and paramilitaries, 'reality tourism' and 'advocacy
tourism', standing, running, or dancing to end human trafficking, and 'clicktivism', including liking, re-tweeting and sharing anti-
trafficking campaigns on social media. By enabling such new types of user participation and ignorance production around human
trafficking (where ignorance must be seen as not just a lack of knowledge but as deliberately produced and productive), such
awareness campaigns and responses re-enact and re-establish another binary of uninformed - informed (and ready to act) members
of the general public.

This issue of the Anti-Trafficking Review will aim to explore perceptions, knowledge (and ignorance) and responses of the
general public vis-à-vis human trafficking and related exploitation. It will also discuss the diversity of anti-trafficking awareness-
raising actions and their impact, and whether they can actually help reduce exploitation and human trafficking.

Artificial Intelligence by Samir Goswami:                                                                                                                               
AI insights into human rights are meaningless without action | OpenGlobalRights
https://www.openglobalrights.org/aI-insights-into-human-rights-are-meaningless-without-action/?
lang=English&utm_source=Business+%26+human+rights+-+Weekly+Update&utm_campaign=47c97f5f0e-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_06_26_08_42&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3a0b8cd0d0-47c97f5f0e-182001373

https://www.openglobalrights.org/aI-insights-into-human-rights-are-meaningless-without-action/?lang=English&utm_source=Business+%26+human+rights+-+Weekly+Update&utm_campaign=47c97f5f0e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_06_26_08_42&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3a0b8cd0d0-47c97f5f0e-182001373
https://www.openglobalrights.org/aI-insights-into-human-rights-are-meaningless-without-action/?lang=English&utm_source=Business+%26+human+rights+-+Weekly+Update&utm_campaign=47c97f5f0e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_06_26_08_42&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3a0b8cd0d0-47c97f5f0e-182001373
https://www.openglobalrights.org/aI-insights-into-human-rights-are-meaningless-without-action/?lang=English&utm_source=Business+%26+human+rights+-+Weekly+Update&utm_campaign=47c97f5f0e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_06_26_08_42&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_3a0b8cd0d0-47c97f5f0e-182001373
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Funchosen.org.uk&data=02%7C01%7C%7C19fe3714c95b47d0c79708d5d7d3c06d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636652226820014422&sdata=5m6JhAHGgz4wBjoXknrDemcrxcadTWsabo9z68SRJM8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.routledge.com/Routledge-Handbook-of-Human-Trafficking/Piotrowicz-Rijken-Uhl/p/book/9781138892064
http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/biometrics-rights-protection

