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Alba Alfageme Casanova,

Psychologist specialized in sexual violence and victimization processes, she has long experience in crisis interventions
and psychological attention to female survivors of human trafficking and sexual violence. She has worked for the
Interior Department of the Catalan Government designing, promoting and implementing strategic plans for victims’
support and security with a gender perspective. She has worked and coordinated various international and European
projects and also carries out research and teaching activities on gender violence, victims’ support and human
trafficking. 

Shams Asadi,

Human Rights Commissioner and head of the Human Rights Office of the City of Vienna. She studied architecture and
urban Planning abroad before she arrived in Vienna, where she graduated from the University of Technology. Shams
has many years of practical and academic experience in Urban Regeneration and Urban Development with a focus on
European and international affairs. The human rights dimension of urban development accompanied her from beginning
of her professional life and since 2010 human rights are the main subject of her career.

Peter von Bethlenfalvy,

Founder and Executive Director of CEIPA - Centre for European and International Policy Action in Brussels, has a long
professional experience of European and international cooperation in the field of migration, foreign and development
policies, security and human rights. He formerly held leading positions at IOM – International Organization for
Migration in Brussels, Berlin, Rome and Vienna. He has been the driving force in strengthening the European Union
and International stance towards a number of issues such as economic migration, organized crime and trafficking in
human beings, democratization and parliamentary elections as well as humanitarian and emergency aid. He advised and
worked closely with a number of EU Presidencies and European Commissioners as well as European Parliamentarians
in carrying forward their priorities. His experience and commitment led to numerous policy improvements in the above
fields in Europe, and strengthened cooperation between governments, international organizations, civil societies and
regions.

Norbert Ceipek, 

Consultant, Project Coordinator in Burgas, Bulgaria since 2015, former Head of the 'Drehscheibe' Vienna, Social
worker since 1977, involved in crisis work, Educational director of the Crisis Centre 'Am Augarten' for 14 years (from
1998). Specialized in matters of asylum seekers and unaccompanied minor aliens. Long-standing cooperation with
Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Serbia, Bosnia Herzegovina. Training of crisis centre staff in various countries.
The 'Drehscheibe' has been established in 2002 as a Crisis Centre which ensures the reception and care of
unaccompanied children and young people smuggled to Austria for the purposes of engaging in begging, theft and
prostitution, children who have disappeared from other countries, children whose parents have been lost. It provides for
the children’s option of safe return to the respective countries of origin. Since 2015 he is consultant of the Community
of Burgas/Bulgaria and NGO Demetra, working in collaboration with the Embassies of UK and USA. Since 2016 he is
Director of 2 shelters for victims of trafficking.

Radu Cucos,

Assistant Officer on Combating Trafficking in Human Beings in the OSCE Office of the Special Representative and
Co-ordinator for Combatting Trafficking in Human Beings in Vienna. His main focus is on prevention of human
trafficking in supply chains, especially through public procurement and transparency measures, and also on the role of
Information and Communication Technologies to fight human trafficking. Radu was one of the founding members of
the anti-trafficking community in Moldova serving as Advisor to the National Coordination on CTHB during 2011-



2013 and 2007-2009 and being involved in policy making and also in the implementation of CTHB legislation and
international commitments. He also served as the Chief Information Officer of the Moldovan Foreign Service being
responsible for electronic services development and migration of MFA’s IT infrastructure to the government private
cloud. Radu also used to work as a consultant for the Global ICT Department of the World. He is a career diplomat who
joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration of the Republic of Moldova in 2002 and worked for the
Moldovan diplomatic corps until June 2015. Throughout his diplomatic career, Radu served in diplomatic missions in
Washington DC and The Hague. He holds a Master of Public Policy Degree from the Harris School of Public Policies
of the University of Chicago.

Corinne Dettmeijer-Vermeulen,

was the Dutch National Rapporteur on Trafficking in Human Beings and Sexual Violence against Children from 2006
till the end of 2017. Her main task was to report to the Dutch government on the nature and extent of human trafficking
and sexual violence against children in the Netherlands, and on the effects of the government policy pursued. She has
for over 25 years served as a judge at the district court of The Hague. She was also Council member and later Secretary-
General of the International Association of Juvenile and Family Judges and Magistrates. She is, amongst other things, a
member of the board of the Pro Juventute Foundation, of the European Institute for Crime Prevention and Control,
affiliated with the United Nations (HEUNI), a member of the High-level Global Taskforce to End Sexual Exploitation
of Children in Travel and Tourism and of the Expert Advisory Council to the Global Fund to End Modern Slavery. She
is Vice President of the Pilot to ascertain victimhood of THB, without criminal prosecutions. She currently holds the
Cleveringa Chair at Leiden University.

Markus Gonzalez Beilfuss,

Professor of Constitutional Law at Barcelona University since 2001. He has taught and researched in the fields of
Human Rights, Constitutional Review, Immigration and Human Trafficking. He was General Director of Immigration
of the Spanish Government between 2010-2011, when the main regulations against Human Trafficking were passed. He
has also taught a course on Human Trafficking at the City University of New York (August 2014). He has worked as
Legal Adviser of the Spanish Constitutional Court (2005-2010) and has advisory experience with a number of
international institutions including the United Nations and the Venice Commission of the Council of Europe.

Patrick Hauvuy, 

Director of a specific department of Association ALC in Nice gathering a specialized social service working on
identification, assistance and protection of victims of trafficking, especially for the purpose of sexual exploitation, and a
shelter for women victims of violence and victims of trafficking. In 2001, he created the French National Network for
assisting and protecting victims of human trafficking. He is at the origin of the main proposals made to the French
government for the establishment and the improvement of the public policy in the matter of protection and specific and
global assistance of the victims of human trafficking. He is a trainer for professionals on the issue of the identification
and assistance of victims of trafficking. He holds a master’s degree in social intervention and development 

Kristiina Kangaspunta, 

currently heading the preparation of the Global Report on Trafficking in Persons at the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) in Vienna, Austria. The first edition of the Report was launched in 2012 and it will be published 
biannually presenting the global human trafficking trends and patterns. Previously, she was the Deputy Director of the 
United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute (UNICRI) leading the Research Programme of the 
Institute in Turin, Italy. Before UNICRI, she worked with UNODC, as the Chief of the Anti-Human Trafficking Unit. 
She moved to UNODC from the Ministry of Justice of Finland where she worked at the European Institute for Crime 
Prevention and Control, affiliated with the United Nations (HEUNI).

Helga Konrad, 

Head/Coordinator of the 'Regional Implementation Initiative on Preventing & Combating Human Trafficking' since 
2010. Executive Director Anti-Trafficking; Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe IDM; former (first) 
Special Representative on Combating Trafficking in Human Beings of the OSCE - Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (2004-2006); Chair of the EU Stability Pact Task Force on Human Trafficking for South Eastern
Europe (2000-2004). In her capacity as Austrian Federal Government Minister for Women, she hosted the first EU 
Conference on Trafficking in Women for Sexual Exploitation in Vienna (1995). She was Head of the Austrian 
government delegations to the fourth UN World Conference on Women in Beijing/China and of the first World 



Congress on Combating Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in Stockholm/Sweden (1996).

Brigitte Luggin,

Head of Communication, Representation of the European Commission in Austria 

Federica Marengo,

Coordinator of the French National Network for assisting and protecting victims of human trafficking, Dispositif 
National Ac.Sé. She holds a master’s degree in political sciences

Catrin Neumüller,

CEO of ACT.NOW.  Act.Now is an enterprise based on the private initiative, located in Vienna, acting internationally
and above party lines. It initiates projects and international conferences for a respectful and appreciative social
coexistence in a time of profound social changes that result in challenges to democratic systems. Act.Now supports
people to take on more responsibility in their respective environment and connects people and initiatives to raise the
effectiveness of projects aimed to strengthen social cohesion. It provides information about social change and its impact
on society to promote new solutions. To achieve its objectives Act.Now employs processes that are both cognitively and
emotionally effective.

Ann-Charlotte Nygård,

joined the EU Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) as Programme Manager in 2011. She is a member of the Sector
Asylum, Migration and Borders and her work focuses on the fundamental rights implications of the use of EU large-
scale information systems and biometrics in the areas of borders, visa and asylum. FRA recently published the report
”Under watchful eyes: biometrics, EU IT systems and fundamental rights” and has also issued several FRA opinions on
legislative proposals by the European Commission in these fields, as well as other publications. She has previously
worked on fundamental rights aspects in the context of return and rights of irregular migrants.Before joining the
Agency she managed and coordinated capacity building and research projects as well as inter-governmental policy
dialogues to strengthen migration governance at the International Centre for Migration Policy Development (ICMPD).
She has also worked at the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (UN-HABITAT) in Nairobi, Kenya and at the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). She holds a master’s degree in international relations, with
a major in public international law and a specialisation in human rights law.

Evelyn Probst, 

Coordinator of LEFÖ– Intervention Centre for Trafficked Women and Girls (IBF) since 2000, based in Vienna, Austria.
In her capacity she monitors the support system for trafficked persons as well as their access to their rights. Further
focal areas of the work include access to compensation for trafficked persons, interlinkages between THB and
undocumented work etc. She is a much sought-after trainer for seminars on the issue of THB carried out by public
authorities, police, NGOs and other relevant actors. She has been a member in the EU Expert Group against Trafficking
from 2008 to 2011. She is currently the European board member of Global Alliance against Trafficking in Women
(GAATW) and board member of La Strada International.  Due to her long experience in the field she has been a teacher
at the Austrian University in Klagenfurt for more than ten years and has given classes at other Austrian Universities as
well as at the Universidad Autonoma de Mexico. Furthermore she has published in the field of trafficking in women,
focusing on feminist women's rights perspectives, exploitation and compensation for victims of human trafficking.
Evelyn Probst holds a Master in Psychology and is a certified trainer who has been working in the field of fighting
Trafficking in Human Beings (THB) for over 20 years.

Mar Ramos Gascon,

Psychiatry Consultant at the Psychiatry Department of Hospital Vall d'Hebron (Barcelona), she develops her
professional activity at the Transcultural Psychiatry Program since 2005 where she carries out clinical, teaching and
research activities. Her areas of interest and specialization are Transcultural Psychiatry, Cultural Competence and
Attention to mental health of vulnerable groups at risk of social exclusion with a cross-cultural and gender perspective.
She also has experience in Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Learning Disorders and Neurodevelopment. She
collaborates with the assistance devices for refugees, victims of gender violence, victims of human trafficking and
unaccompanied foreign minors in Barcelona.

Kiril Sharapov, 

http://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2018/biometrics-rights-protection


Senior lecturer in Sociology and Programme Director of the Professional Doctorate in Children and Young People's
Services, University of Bedfordshire, UK. In his research capacity, Kiril is affiliated with the International Centre:
Researching child sexual exploitation, violence and trafficking at the University of Bedfordshire, and with the Centre
for Policy Studies at Central European University (Hungary). In 2013-2014, he led a research project investigating
public understanding of human trafficking in three European countries funded by a Marie Curie Intra-European
Fellowship awarded by the European Commission. His interdisciplinary research examines the relationship between
vulnerability to human rights abuses vis-à-vis neoliberal governmentality by focusing on the phenomena of migration,
unfree labour and environmental degradation as well as on public understanding of human trafficking and exploitation,
and links between environmental change, population movements and vulnerability. 

Claudia Singer,   

manages projects such as “Danube Cities Against Human Trafficking” within the coordination office of Priority Area
10 “Institutional Capacity and Cooperation” (PAC 10) of the EU Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR)  and is
member of the local GRETA Working Group in Vienna. PAC 10 coordinates administrative capacity building and
involvement of local stakeholders in the EUSDR. Ms. Singer is holding a degree in Political Science from the
University of Vienna.

Klara Skrivankova, 

Expert on human trafficking and forced labour in the UK and internationally. She has been working in the field since 
2000, starting as a programme manager in La Strada Czech Republic. In 2005 she joined Anti-Slavery International 
where she leads its Europe Programme, managing research and advocacy to eliminate all forms of modern slavery, 
including in supply-chains in the UK and Europe. She frequently provides expert witness statements in courts in the 
UK, Ireland and Hong Kong in modern slavery cases and in 2007 co-founded the UK Trafficking Law and Policy 
Forum, an educational think-tank on human trafficking and related issues. Since 2010, she has acted as a Programme 
Adviser to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation. She has also published extensively, including as a specialist contributor of 
Human Trafficking Handbook: Recognising Trafficking and Modern-Day Slavery in the UK, Chandran P.ed, Lexis 
Nexis, 2011, with chapters on forced labour and on compensation for victims of modern day slavery and a co-edited 
Vulnerability, Exploitation and Migrants: Insecure Work in a Globalised Economy, Palgrave Macmillan, 2015. She is 
currently engaged as a special adviser with the Ethical Trading Initiative. Ms Skrivankova has held numerous expert 
appointments internationally. She has been an expert on human trafficking with the Council of Europe since 2005 and a 
member of the EU Experts Group on Trafficking in Human Beings from 2008 until 2015, advising the European 
Commission. Between 2010 and 2013 she served on the board of the UN Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of 
Trafficking and 2009-2013 on the board of the UN Voluntary Trust Fund on Contemporary Forms of Slavery. 

Bärbel Uhl,

is a political scientist and advisor for anti-trafficking policies both for non-governmental and governmental 
institutions in Europe. She was chairperson of the EU Commission’s Group of Experts to combat trafficking 
in human beings in Brussels. She is co-founder of the La Strada NGO network and worked as the director of 
La Strada Czech Republic. She served as anti-trafficking advisor in the OSCE Mission to the Federal Yugoslav
Republic, Belgrade and in the OSCE Office of Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) in 
Warsaw. Within the framework of EU enlargement programs, she advised governments and NGOs on 
adopting anti-trafficking policies in Turkey, Croatia and Romania. Uhl conducted short-term consultations in
many countries, including Armenia, Israel, Moldova, Serbia, Bulgaria and Kosovo. She earned her university 
degree from the Free University in Berlin (political science) after completing studies in political science and 
history at the Universities in Bonn (Germany), Vienna (Austria) and the Charles University in Prague (Czech 
Republic).

Zuzana Vatralova,  

Head of IOM Office Bratislava, Slovakia since April 2004, joined IOM in January 2003 as a coordinator of the national 
counter trafficking media campaign It Cannot Happen to Me. Under her supervision IOM Bratislava in 2004 developed 
and from 2006 successfully implemented Program of Voluntary Return and Support of the Victims of Trafficking in 
Slovakia, later adopted by the Ministry of Interior as National Program, established operation of the National Counter 
Trafficking Help Line in 2008 and developed training on identification of victims of trafficking and prevention of 
trafficking.  Prior to IOM she worked as a radio producer at the BBC World Service in London from 1997 to 2002. Her 



earlier assignments include project management at the Slovak National Agency for Development of Small and Medium 
Enterprises and EU project management at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Slovak Republic. 

Livia Wagner, 

Network Coordinator and Senior Expert of the Global Initiative Network and Senior Expert at the Global Initiative 
Against Transnational Organized Crime. Livia’s work covers mainly the issue of human trafficking and exploitation of 
vulnerable groups in globalized economies. She coordinates the Responsible & Ethical Business Coalition against 
Trafficking (RESPECT) Initiative, which serves as a platform for thought leaders, practitioners, and policy makers to 
mobilize the business community. She also coordinates the research work stream for the newly launched Tech Against 
Trafficking (TAT) initiative. Before joining the Global Initiative she worked as Private Sector Focal Point for the 
United Nations Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking (UN.GIFT). She has also worked as a civil servant for the 
Austrian Foreign Ministry in the department of development cooperation. She has private sector work experience in the 
travel and tourism sector and has in addition worked for the Non-Governmental Organisation ECPAT in the field of 
combating commercial sexual exploitation of children and child trafficking. Ms Wagner has written several publications
and is member of the Austrian Association for Sociology.

Roberto Ziglio,

Psychologist, Psychotherapist and Deputy Manager at Diakonie-Jefira - Intercultural Psychotherapy Centre in St.
Pölten, which is specialized on Trauma-Psychotherapy with migrants, refugees and asylum seekers; Advisor and
Assistant of the 'Regional Implementation Initiative on Preventing & Combating Trafficking in Human Beings' on
Web-management themes. He has also been Psychologist, Psychotherapist and Head of Organization and
Administration at CentroMoses, S.r.l., a private mental health centre in Italy, where he used to perform his clinical
activity since 2010. As Head of Organization and Administration he was involved in the organization of numerous
trainings for mental health practitioners and citizens. He collaborated with the Treviglio-Caravaggio Hospital, in the
Centre for Family Therapy and with the A.L.T. Association (association against drug addictions), located in Treviglio
(Bergamo, Italy).


