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It would appear that artificial intelligence would be deployed to meet the 
major challenges of our age: uncovering of abuse of asymmetric power and 
discrimination, environmental strategies etc. But moves it in that direction? 
If you follow Lisa Herzog and other political philosophers and some econo-
mists, artificial intelligence is mostly used to maximize private pecuniary 
profits. Therefore – so the argument – the use of artificial intelligence like 
capitalism as a whole is prone to fall victim of our “natural stupidity”. Mar-
ket economy is not per se the instrument that maximize the welfare of all. 
That always was obvious for most of people expect the mainstream econo-
mists. (They got more or less thoughtful meanwhile.) So, there might be 
reservations against digitalization and artificial intelligence.  
During our roundtable last year, we heard a lot about using digitalization on 
both sides of the arena of smuggling, trafficking and unlawful and raw ex-
ploitation. The problem is recognized and research on the subject has been 
started. To what extend and for which reasons internet, digitalization and 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) can be and are used has been discussed. If we 
look at the aspect of prevention and remedy of trafficking and exploitation, 
there are some instruments already being used: integrated reporting based 
on the criteria of [Corporate] Social Responsibility ([C]SR) which explicitly 
include human rights and fair, safe and healthy working conditions. In Ger-
many, and in Austria as well, this is mostly based on voluntariness, but ac-
tually CSR reporting becomes obligatory for a growing number of compa-
nies. The enforcement and surveillance of the compliance with human 
rights and other CSR criteria over the whole supply chain is extremely diffi-
cult. Indispensable commodities for modern technology are often only 
available in countries with problematic political conditions like corruption, 
child labor, forced labor etc. compounded by the fact that law and law en-
forcement play a subordinate role. 
Until recently companies where not forced to cope with the observance of 
human rights in their supply chain. This changed in 2011 when the United 
Nations adopted the Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights (UN 
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doc A/HRC/17/31). Since then worldwide a lot of regulations where imple-
mented. In Germany the parliament voted on March 9, 2017 for the CSR-
Guidelines-Implementation-Act (Gesetz zur Stärkung der nichtfinanziellen 
Berichterstattung der Unternehmen in ihren Lage- und Konzernlageberich-
ten; CSR-Richtlinie-Umsetzungsgesetz). The German Federal Government 
concreted its expectations regarding the handling of human rights in busi-
ness with a National Action Plan Economy and Human Rights (Nationaler 
Aktionsplan Umsetzung der VN-Leitprinzipien für Wirtschaft und 
Menschenrechte). Further legislative steps are realized (Gesetz zur Einfüh-
rung eines Anspruchs auf Hinterbliebenengeld, July 21, 2017) or in the 
pipeline. Nevertheless, the name-and-shame principle is seen as important 
tool to encourage compliance of companies in their local as well as in their 
global business. (Integrated reporting is seen as a useful tool in this context. 
By the way, integrated reporting and CSR are very prominent in African 
economies.) 
These developments mean for German companies: They have to align their 
activities and their compliance efforts to the respect of human rights. In 
other countries (i.e. GB, USA, India) the regulation by law is more compre-
hensive. Research gives the impression that the reporting is a useful instru-
ment fighting exploitation and with that trafficking as well.  
Technology supports information transparency. It provides operators with 
vast amounts of information needed for appropriate decisions and for mon-
itoring the performance of the actors along the complete value chain.  
If you want to monitor business you may love the idea of central bankers 
and other experts in politics: If you want to control abuse of asymmetric 
power on the labor market most effectively you may follow the idea of some 
central bankers, to abolish cash money generally and to allow deals only 
with book money (bank transfers): So, state or other powerful organiza-
tions can monitor what you are doing with your money. If you enter an 
adult cinema, go to a brothel or hire an illegal worker: your journal is an 
open book. In this way you can trace the flow of money and with that the 
deals going on. The drawback is that everything else can be detected. (Pri-
vate virtual money is only a week weapon against this if you check transfers 
from private money to legal tender and vice versa.) 
 
But I was asked to focus in my short presentation on another aspect dealing 
with future developments which potentially develop from technological 
change; or better: from technological revolution. 
A highly influential aspect of digitalization and artificial intelligence is the 
impact on future labor market: If production and service will be revolution-
ized: Is trafficking still an interesting business?  
What we actually see is that there is a need for high qualified workers. But 
there is a trend, too, that jobs in administration, accounting, service, which 
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need a better qualification, will be substituted by capital as well as lower 
level jobs.  
Trafficking – if not into sex business – is mostly into lower level jobs. Maybe 
we will still have exploitation in some areas of economy like agriculture in 
Italia, or in scrap trade, construction or delivery service in the Ruhr Area, or 
the new jobs grown by the increasing number of E-Scooters, who collect, re-
pair and distribute the scooters during the night for a starvation wage (In 
Germany they have replaced the drivers of parcel services as the lowest pa-
riah class).  
From the point of a changing labor market we should discuss:  

• Will trafficking become less attractive in future? 
• Or will trafficking find other “victims” and other “customers”? 
• Does more or less organized crime still need the risk and the costs of 

trafficking if you have a wide selection among refugees who travel on 
their own risk and their own or societal costs?  
They can go for fishing at the places of destination, of course using 
modern technology like apps etc. So maybe smuggling will be more 
profitable? 

There is another revolution in the field of artificial intelligence going on: 
More and more human work is substituted and human knowledge and 
skills are resorbed by increasingly intelligent algorithms. In the context of 
smart economy, we should ask: 

• Who should make profits from the work of algorithms? Algorithms 
contain the practical and theoretical knowledge of working people 
and society.  

• Is it acceptable that this property will be expropriated by capital own-
ers?  

• Who participates at the surplus produced by algorithms and smart 
economy? 

During early industrialization there was a noticeable movement against 
the new technology and the paradigm of market competition up to Lud-
dism (machine wrecking), communism and social democratic move-
ments on the left and anti-modernization movements like Fascism. Later 
we can detect more tame containment of market economy like social 
partnership.  
What is appropriate now to fight against the “cyber trafficking” of 
worker’s and society’s knowledge? It is not an exploitation of the bodies 
but of the (content of) brains.  
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