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Stana Buchowska, Regional Coordinator for Eastern Europe and Central Asia, ECPAT 

International, former La Strada Poland: Analysis and Reflection before Running for New 

Policy Responses 

 

Fresh Policy Responses to New Challenges by European Institutions, International 

Organizations, NGOs and Politics: Ways Forward 

 

 

➢ Policy responses are resilient to changes and are vulnerably to be abused or misused. 

➢ Not only trafficked persons, but we all (= anti trafficking key players) need a 

reflection period, before starting to draft new strategies and policy responses. 

➢ It is necessary to take into consideration the status quo: 

 

• The huge “anti-trafficking business” has been developed during last 25 years; 

• Trafficking has been often taken as a focus – by NGOs, as well as national and international 

institutions and organizations - in an opportunistic way, because significant financial 

resources were available;  

• There is a different understanding of the concept of trafficking and different understanding 

or interpretation of definitions; 

• Different terminology and vocabulary have been used;  

• Differences in the legal framework - diversity of legal instruments, including the secondary 

legislation – hindering implementation of the conventions and directives;  

• Different understanding of the NRM – by different stakeholders - and their roles in this; 

• Different understanding of standards and the way how to comply with them; 

• Different understanding of partnership and cooperation, the roles of stakeholders; 

• We have constantly vanishing human rights approach and gender perspective in the  

 implementation phase of the anti-trafficking provisions; 

• Trafficking became a highly politicized issue – and it is often misused for a sake of 

political games of power; misused often by governments, decision makers, other 

stakeholders; (an example of the Polish government who dismantle the National Action 

Plan and the High-Level Group for its implementation). 

There is a strong need to improve a monitoring and evaluation mechanism, as well as conduct a 

mapping that will enable to draft new directions, new policy responses, accurately responding to 

current developments of the human trafficking phenomenon.     


