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The Nordic Model, also known as the Sex Buyer Law, is a legal approach to addressing prostitution
that criminalizes the purchase, but not the sale, of sexual services. It is based on te idea that 
prostitution is a form of violence against women and should be eliminated.

Arguments against the Nordic Model:  
• It leads to stigmatization and criminalization of sex workers, who are aready a marginalized 

and vulnerable group. This could make it more difficult for the them to access health care, 
social services, and legal protection.

• It pushes the sex industry underground, making it harder for authorities to regulate and 
monitor. This could increase the risk of exploitation, trafficking, and violence for sex 
workers.

• It is difficult to enforce and may divert resources away from more pressing issues.
• It does not effectively reduce demand for prostitution or address the root causes of why 

people engage in prostitution, such as poverty, lack of access to education and employment, 
and gender inequality.

• It infringes on the rights of individuals to make their own decisions about their bodies, and 
how they choose to sell their labour.

• It disproportionately affects marginalized groups, such as migrants and 
LGBTIQ+individuals, who may be more likely to engage in sex work due to discrimination 
and other barriers to economic opportunities. etc. etc.

Ensuring sex workers' rights involves advocating for and supporting policies and laws that 
recognize and protect the rights of sex workers, and involves implementing policies and laws that 
protect and respect the rights of sex workers.

This can include:
• Decriminalizing sex work: This means removing criminal penalties for consensual adult sex 

work, which can help reduce the harms caused by criminalization, such as violence and 
discrimination.

• Providing access to health care: This includes ensuring sex workers have access to safe, 
affordable and non-judgemental health care services, such as HIV prevention and treatment, 
as well as reproductive health services.

• Creating safe working conditions: This includes providing safe and secure housing for sex 
workers, and implementing measures to prevent violence and exploitation in the workplace.

• Recognizing sex work as work: This includes recognizing sex work as a legitimate form of 
labor and providing sex workers with the same rights and protections as other workers, such 
as access to labor laws and social protection.

• Supporting sex workers-led organizations: This includes providing financial and logistical 
support to sex workers organizations, which play a critical role in advocating for and 
defending the rights of sex workers.

• Challenging stigma and discrimination: This includes educating the public and policymakers
about the realities of sex work and the importance of respecting the autonomy and agency of
sex workers, and challenging the discrimination and stereotypes that sex workers often face.


